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President’s Report 

The MRA ACT met with TaMS to facilitate additional motorcycle park-

ing in Turner in February, and I will report on my meeting with TaMS 

this week to discuss parking around the Childers St area.  

I provided feedback on behalf of the MRA ACT to the City to Gungahlin 

Transit transport plan, after Dave Ault attended the meeting on behalf 

of the MRA ACT, then provided a brief to the committee. We expect to 

be involved in further consultations as the planning progresses – as-

suming it doesn’t stall. 

The Motorcycle Awareness Week will run this year from 21st October to 

28th October, with BikeFest being held once again at the conclusion of 

the week. We are looking for volunteers to assist in running activities 

associated with the week, so let us know if you’d like to be involved. In 

particular, we’d like to run another of the popular “Fashion Parade of 

MC clothing” and I’d love for someone to take on organising that 

event. 

The Blanket Run was very successful this year, and despite the last mi-

nute hitches sent our way which meant we had to identify a new venue 

at very short notice, we had a good turnout. Riders gave us positive 

feedback at the event on the longer ride and venue.  

Nicky Hussey and I will both attend the Australian Motorcycle Council 

annual conference in August this year, and will present a report of the 

years’ activities from Canberra. 

The ACT Government elections will be held this year in October – 

please ensure you seek advice from your local candidates about their 

attitudes to motorcyclists, and whether they will actively support the 

growing number of people who are choosing to ride and need ade-

quate, secure parking, roads properly maintained, consideration in all 

areas of roads strategy and policy, and education of drivers to look out 

for riders and drive accordingly  

Our involvement with the Majura Parkway Consultation continues – 

Peter Major has been attending these meetings on our behalf, and I 

attended the one last week. 

Ride safe  - Jen Woods  0418 215 336 

http://mraact.org.au/
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Committee Reports 

Snr Vice President’s Report 

The ride season has really come to an end.  The winter months will give us a 
chase for a little breather between the Blanket Run and the new ride/event   
season ahead. 

Motorcycle Awareness Week will be here in no time. I expect this year’s will build 
on the previous years. As the lead up builds please encourage your non-
motorcycling friends and family to participate. Motorcycle Awareness Week is for 
the whole community, not just for those who already ride. 

The next MRA Social Night is coming up on 22 June. See details on page 7.  

Leen Parsons 

Life is a road; ride it! 

 

Vice President’s Report 
It was a beautiful sunny morning, and the wafting of bacon and eggs sizzling on the bbq, 
and the smell of fresh coffee brewing, brought approximately 300 motorcyclists to Old 
Parliament House for the 2012 Annual Blanket Run. 

For the past 31 years the MRA have been fortunate to be able to show our high profile in 
Garema Place.  However this year we were proud to announce that our numbers were 
such that we had outgrown Garema Place and would move our Blanket Run presentation 
to Kings Park near the National Carillon, where we had a beautiful outlook over the lake 
and the National Carillon. 

Thank you to you, our wonderful motorcycle community, who supported the Salvation 
Army and the MRA.   In some small way, we have helped to raise awareness of those less 
fortunate and have raised approximately $4000 in cash, blankets and non-perishable 
foods.  A terrific effort! 

And, by a slim margin..... Canberra Riders won the trophy for the largest club in attend-
ance with Defence hot on their heels....... Obviously a sign of the competition heating 
up!!!! 

We look forward to your continued support. 

Trish Holdsworth 

‘Never ride faster than your Guardian Angel can fly’ 

 

 

PROJECT  
MANAGERS 
 
Peter Major 
Black Spot 
Discovery rides 
Roads and Traffic 
 
Robyn Major 
Ride n Thrive 
 
Jen Woods 
Masters courses 
Communications 
 
Trish Holdsworth 
Webmaster 
 
David Ault 
Quarter Master 
 
David Ault 
Triathlon support 

Leen Parsons 
Editor 

 
Submissions for the next 

edition sent to:  
 

committee@mraact.org.au 
or 

leen@canberrriders.org.au 
by 

 
Monday 2 July 2012 

 

Executive Committee Reports 



 

Page 3 

 

 

2011 Snowy Ride 

Six intrepid members met up at the Caltex servo at Hume, ready to make the trip to Eden. Ride-organiser 
Gordon was still feeling the effects of his off earlier in the week and didn’t accompany us. However, he 
encouraged us (and the passing traffic!) with a viewing of his bruises, distributed laminated maps and tips 
on route options, then waved us on our way. 

Gee, but it was cold on the slog down to Cooma!  It was still only 6 degrees 
when we stopped for coffee and second breakfast at the East End Café.  I 
took the opportunity to buy some silk inner gloves at the camping shop,  
before we headed the back way to Bombala via Maffra.  The Maffra road 
was a hoot and we arrived in good spirits for an excellent Chinese lunch at 
The Globe Hotel.  

We then had two choices to get to Eden – via the Mt Darragh road or 
south and along the Mt Imlay road.  We chose the latter and had a 
sporting ride, honing our skills avoiding all the lumps and potholes in the 
road.  It was beautiful scenery though, and we were spared any sight of 
wandering wildlife or logging trucks.  We arrived at our accommodation 
(The Great Southern) late in the afternoon, feeling we’d ridden just the 
right amount of time, and had a swift schooner before settling into our 

rooms.  The rooms were basic but clean and comfortable, although I’m glad we got one with an external 
window!  

The evening was spent in a combination of the pub and the Fishermen’s Recreation Club, as the Hotel  
Australasia seemed to have recently closed down.  We went in search of the bottom pub, on the basis that 
all country towns have a top, middle and bottom pub.  We were disappointed, though… and then had to 
struggle back up what hadn’t seemed like a very steep hill when we’d strolled down it. 

The next morning we headed to the Wharfside Café for a leisurely brekkie.  It 
was nice sitting in the sun (soooo much warmer than the Canberra sun), tak-
ing in the fabulous views.  We chatted to a lone Vespa rider, who was heading 
down to Tassie from Sydney.  He was loaded up with, amongst other things, 
his fishing rod – sort of like a whippy aerial with a foxtail on a mod’s scooter… 
only not really. 

After we’d made sure our caffeine levels were adequately topped up, we decided that the warmth of the 
coast was too hard to resist, and simply headed up the highway to Batemans Bay.  Actually, most of the 
group hardly ever take the highway straight up the coast and so we all enjoyed the ride.  The sun shone 
and there was minimal traffic and we cruised north before stopping at Narooma for coffee and cake (we 
failed to find ice cream).  We didn’t bother stopping at Batemans in the end, but had a good ride up a  
relatively quiet Kings Highway / Clyde Mountain and took afternoon tea at the bakery in  
Braidwood.  Another leisurely stretch along the familiar Kings Highway found us arriving home in daylight. 

 The hardy participants: 

Steve “I have so much spare room in my panniers” Robson 

Rob “don’t need a window” Masters 

Greg and Alex Prindable (quiet achievers) 

Chris “there must be another pub here somewhere” Johnson 

Your association’s secretary - Nicky Hussey   

 

 
Social Ride Report 

A tale about a motorbike jaunt to Eden… 

or perhaps more about the food we ate on our journey 
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Executive Committee Reports 

With the upcoming ACT election, there are many surveys asking, “What’s important to you?” 

I was responding to one such survey when the following comment just started bubbling out. 

What is important to me? Improvements to increase motorcycle parking in the CBD. This would 
encourage more use of powered two wheeled vehicles and make more effective use of available 
parking space while reducing the impact on our roads and to the environment.  

The Brisbane model of parking on the footpath could be  
easily adopted in the ACT especially given the width of many 
pedestrian areas in most business areas within our Capital 

city and the satellite centres - 
Belconnen, Woden, Gungahlin,  
Lanyon, Weston Creek,  
Tuggeranong, Dickson, Manuka 
and so on.  

Some spaces are so wide a car 
could easily park and still leave 
enough space for motorcycle 
parking and pedestrian access.  

The notion that motorcycles on the footpath would be a hazard to  
pedestrians is no argument and loses credibility when the ACT Government 
places various forms of 'art' in pedestrian thoroughfares.  

The Brisbane model of 
designated motorcycle 
parking provides defined 
spaces for parking. So 
parking on the footpath 
would be no more  
hazardous than pushbike 
racks, trees or sculptures. 
And, if necessary the  

sensory devices that are laid down as a warning for 
other hazards could also be used.  

Not that I’m a fan of these due to my own mobility restrictions. The uneven  
surface puts added strain on my knees and I would suspect they can be equally haz-
ardous for many people, especially women in heels, who risk twisting an ankle, or 

worse, walking across these hazards indicators. My point is, these aids to assist a specific section of our 
community have their dangers too. You cannot protect everyone from everything. 

Back to motorcycle parking. Another good option that has been suggested for motorcycle parking in the 
business districts is to make the first and last parking bay on each block Motorcycles Only parking. This 
would improve visibility at intersections and provide ample motorcycle parking in the process. 

With the ACT elections coming up in October 2012, now is a good opportunity to make your voice heard if 
this is an issue for you. Email your local ACT Legislative Assembly representatives and candidates.  

Remember, a squeaky wheel gets the attention, just ask Pedal Power! (Look at the result they achieve.) 

Go to http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/members/index.asp?assembly=7 click on the Member you want 
to contact and click on the Member’s page to find the email address.   Editor 

 

 

Motorcycle Parking and the ACT Elections 

http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/members/index.asp?assembly=7
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Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 May - Eden Overnighter  

A timely warning… Two weeks ago I had an ‘off’ on my way to work.  We had had a couple of drops of rain that 
morning, and black ice had formed in a slight dip in the road.  One minute I was upright, the next on the road with 
the bike on top of me.  No warning.   The few cars that passed me all fish-tailed across the road at the same spot.   

Nothing broken, but still very bruised and sore, I was unable to join the Eden ride, but by all accounts, those who 
attended had an enjoyable ride, and a relaxing time at the Great Southern. 

Sunday 17 June  - Sutton Forest   

This ride is about 338 kms in length and should take 5 1/2 hours of riding 
(plus a meal break). 

It's for all riders, and is a lovely ride up through the highland back-road 
townships, and the promise of an excellent meal with views at the pub. 

We will meet at the Watson (roundabout) Servo at 9:30am for a 10:00am 
departure. 

Sunday 15 July 2012  - Batemans Bay 

This ride is for all riders, and is about 302 kms in length and should take 4 hours of riding 
(plus a meal break).     

If the wharf fish shop has swordfish ... then don't miss out. 

It also offers the chance to do the extra "Moruya Loop" (an extra 65 kms and 1 hour). 
We will meet at the Watson (roundabout) Servo at 9:30am for a 10:00am departure. 

Gordon White 

Ride Co-ordinator 

 

 

Ride Co-ordinator Report 

Gordon White 

Well Done - TAMS! 

I travelled on Moore Street Civic, between Rudd Street and Barry Drive and much to my delight,  

what did I see marked on the road? 

Marked motorcycle parking! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Given my article on the previous page, I was very excited to see this new transformation! 

Editor 
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Executive Committee Reports 

 

 

 

Business Changes for Motorcycling 

G&S Auto Repairs  
in Queanbeyan now has a  

Motorcycle Service Division!  

6 Uriarra Road Queanbeyan Phone (02) 6284 2232   

Email: Attn Dave gs.auto@bigpond.net.au 

The workshop has only just opened;  
it’s tooled up and ready for business.  

Service and repairs on all motorbikes other than Italian 
bikes; ACT and NSW rego and defect inspections;  

motorcycle tyres in a couple weeks;  
and soon basic motorcycle maintenance courses. 

Open 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday to Friday and  

9:00 am to 12.30 pm Saturday 

WE HAVE AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MITCHELL IS MOVING 
Canberra Motorcycle Centre is relocating its Mitchell operation to the new Superstore in Fyshwick!  

This exciting opportunity brings everything under one roof which means our customers will now have 

Australia’s Biggest and Best bike showroom in their own back yard.  

This massive sales event will take place this June, so stay tuned for updates! 

The “Japanese” showroom will house Honda, Kawasaki and Suzuki as well as ALL road bike accessories.  

The “Euro” showroom will house Ducati, KTM, Husaberg and Spyder  
along with our large range of premium used stock. 

We will be creating a NEW  Dirt Bike store in the Euro showroom  
which will also feature a casual lifestyle store. 

Take advantage of the relocation sale during June at Mitchell where EVERYTHING will be on sale,  
especially ALL Yamaha bikes, parts and accessories, they will be drastically reduced in order to clear!!!  

Once we have sold out that will be it as we will NO longer be an agent for Yamaha in Canberra!!  

Yamaha stock at cost price or below and it all must go. 

Yamaha has a significant range of rebates, accessories  
and finance options (5.99% over 5 years on all bikes!!) during June as well. 

mailto:gs.auto@bigpond.net.au
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Our next social night is schedule for: 

Friday 22 June 2012 - 7:00pm @ Marinetti 
Shop 1 / 5 Sargood Street, O’Connor - Italian café style food  

RSVP  to committee@mraact.org.au by Monday 18 June 

 

 

Please note, the previously advertised date for the  

December Social Night / Christmas Party has been changed to Sat 8 December,  

following the 2012 Toy Run. 

Mark down the dates now!  

All are welcome! 

 

 

June Social Night 

2012 

mailto:committee@mraat.org.au?subject=Social%20Night%20-%20Fri%2022%20June%202012
http://www.rolfeclassicmotorcycles.bmw.com.au/
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Winter is coming upon us and our fellow powered road users are all rugged up sipping their latte’s as they cruise 
down the highway all fogged up and with ice falling off the windows ensuring their vision is virtually zero. 

1. Last week I had several brave hearts comment “thank God for the pushbike lane, the b....... cut me off when 
they changed lanes – no signals no warning, nothing”, so I thought why is this so, and what can we the unintended 
target do about it? 

Firstly, I’ll admit I’m a black wearing rider that believes fluoro vests are more of a hazard than a help, but that’s my 
personal opinion back up by several studies. So what other things can we do to improve our survival in these frosty 
times and in general most of the time: 

Lane positioning is critical: 

§  Assume they are not going to use the mirrors even if they could; 

§  Assume that there will be no head check; 

§  Assume they will change lanes blindly; 

So what can you do? 

§  Never parallel a vehicle unless actually overtaking (quickly) 

§  Sit to either the left or right rear positioned so you can see the drivers eyes or face and have time to  
escape 

§  Be alert to vehicles speed, a sudden decrease/increase means they are thinking of doing something  
(most drivers can’t drive and chew gum at the same time) get ready to respond. 

§  Get passed them quickly and minimise your exposure. 

An anecdotal solution is to use HID lights. From personal experience and chatting to few fellow riders the SMIDSY 
events decrease markedly when you have a bright white or bluish globe instead of the standard yellowy ones.  

2. Roads in the ACT are getting worse and the ACT Government is actually paying contractors to make them 
worse (purportedly fixing them). Carruthers Street at Curtin where they left bare black stuff without aggregate show-
ing (i.e. slippery when wet) and Adelaide Avenue are prime examples, coupled with recent work on Athlon Drive 
near Launceston Street where they were going to paint over the loose pea gravel without sweeping. 

What can you do about it: 

Email Roads@act.gov.au; or 

Ring 13 2281  and complain bitterly.  

Don’t be afraid to write to Ms Gallagher as she is the Minister for Territory and Municipal Services and 
complain. Ms Gallagher is very responsive to the issues facing road users in this an election year. 

Wells Station Drive which joins Flemington Road and Horse Park Drive. 

I rode from the Horse Park Drive end and was horrified by the design of the two 
roundabouts on its length. The east to west lane is mounded at the midpoints 
of both circles. This change of elevation restricts vision of what lies beyond the 
mound. To make things worse the road surface then drops back sharply to the 
original entry level. I predict the vision and rise/fall issues will cause cars/bikes 
to misjudge speed, run wide on the exit and crash into the curb.  The first 
roundabout has a light pole right at the point where someone will run off.  

The mounding of these circles seems totally unnecessary and slightly high entry 
speeds of vehicles travelling east to west will in my mind have bad consequences. 

3. Finally who missed the young rider on the Ducati purportedly speeding down the M2 texting in Sydney which 
was beaten up by the media as something wantonly horrendous? Personally I think he was a “Richard Cranium”, but 
quite skilled at low speed riding as I couldn’t do it. But what scares me most is the vigilante attitude of today and the 
bias against one group of individuals who happen to choose powered two wheeled vehicles. If that was a cyclist, or a 
pedestrian jay-walking, or a car driver there would be absolutely nothing reported. Yet when a rider, is cruising  
slowly (bikes don’t go fast with NO throttle) in the breakdown lane being somewhat dumb, the world comes down 
on him. 

Enough of my Rant for this month.    

Remember: It’s better to GIVE WAY than be DEAD RIGHT!          Ride to Survive - Pete Major 

 

 

Pete’s Road Survival Ravings for June 

Be alert       

mailto:Roads@act.gov.au?subject=Dangerous%20Road%20Conditions
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MRA ACT  Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Discovery Ride - meet at Robbo's Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is tailored to the needs of the 
group and is paced at the speed of the slowest rider. It introduces new and returning riders to group riding with 
no pressure and promotes road craft and rider safety 

 

Social Ride - Please contact Gordon (0438 632 194) or Trish (0418 860 750) to advise your participation. More Info 
  Sutton Forrest - 338 kms  through highland back-road townships. Departure 10:00 am from Watson Servo at 

the roundabout 
  Batemans Bay - 302 kms.  Departure 9:30 am from Watson Servo  at the roundabout 
 Dalton / Jerrawa - 188 kms through little townships on little roads ‘out there’ somewhere. Departure 9:30 am 

from Watson servo at the roundabout 

Events of interest on the following page 

http://www.netspeed.com.au/gwhite/Ride_Calendar.html
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Events of Interest 

 

Does you club have an event to  

promote to the wider  

motorcycling community? 

 

Email your flyer to 

committee@mraact.org.au 

and have your  

event included! 

   

14 - 15 July 2012 
dbaker55@tpg.com.au 

MRA ACT Membership renewals are now due for 2012/2013 financial year.MRA ACT Membership renewals are now due for 2012/2013 financial year.MRA ACT Membership renewals are now due for 2012/2013 financial year.    

Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.    

Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.    

Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,    

   promotes motorcycling to the community, and promotes motorcycling to the community, and promotes motorcycling to the community, and    

lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all  riders.lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all  riders.lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all  riders.    

Come along and be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.Come along and be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.Come along and be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.    

www.mraact.org.au 

17 June 2012 
www.brotherhoodcmc.org.au 

22 - 24 June 2012 
Andy 02 4422 3096 
Dieter 0402 396 838 

14 - 16 September 2012 
wombatrally.com 

3 - 5 August 2012 
Al - 0447 278 122 

mailto:dbaker55@tpg.com.au?subject=Winter%20Rally%202012
http://www.mraact.org.au
http://www.brotherhoodcmc.org.au
http://www.wombatrally.com/Wombat_Rally.html
http://www.wombatrally.com/Wombat_Rally.html

