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President’s Report 
Nicky and I attended the Australian Motorcycle Council Annual Conference in 

Hobart recently. Nicky presented the report for the MRA ACT. Key points  

related to the Standards Committees, helmets and the “standard”,  the need for 

a consistent effort across all areas rider training, and Government support.   

Being able to meet with representatives of other lobby groups provides the  

opportunity to exchange ideas and also work on strategies that represent issues 

common to all jurisdictions, and allow consistent efforts to drive the message 

through all levels of government – a continuation of efforts over many years. 

Prior to leaving for the AMC Annual Conference, I attended the inaugural  

National Road Safety Forum. The event was hosted by Ms Catherine King, 

(Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure and Transport), and around 160  

delegates attended, including stakeholders across a broad section of the road 

safety community. 

The day concluded with an overview from the Parliamentary Secretary,  

Ms King. The sessions of the day included 4 concurrent sessions followed by  

the closing plenary presented by Freda Crucitti from the National Road Safety  

Council, and summaries from the facilitators of each concurrent session.  

Sessions covered were: Driveway Safety, Vehicle Safety: Manufacturer  

Initiatives, Corporate Responsibility for Road Safety, Graduated Driver  

Licensing. 

I have been privileged to have been the President of the MRA ACT over these 

past few years, and would like to pay tribute to the committee who have grown 

and developed and are able to step up to situations that present  themselves 

from time to time, to provide effective feedback and opinions when that is re-

quested. Their loyalty and hard work is acknowledged and I am  humbled and 

proud to have been a part of this team. 

The Motorcycle Awareness Week starts on 20th October, just a few short 

weeks away.  This is an important part of the motorcycling calendar in the ACT. 

This is the 5th year it has been run in the current format. 

And last but not least and because it deserves another mention, the MRA ACT 

Annual General Meeting is being held at the September Meeting – a nomina-

tion form is included in this newsletter, please consider nominating for a posi-

tion on this committee.  All positions will be declared vacant and some of the 

current committee are not renominating, so we need you. 

 Ride safe - Jen Woods   0418 215 336 

http://mraact.org.au/
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Committee Reports 

Snr Vice President’s Report 

The days are warming up and the calendar if filling up! The ride season is about to 
start, for those of us who don’t brave the weather all year ‘round! 

As Jen has mentioned, this month is our AGM, and there will be positions to fill.  
I encourage you to consider nominating. 

I also acknowledge the team of dedicated people who keep things running along. 
To the current committee, it has been a pleasure to work with you all and see us 
all broaden our knowledge as we further road safety and rider choices.  

There are many others along the way who assist greatly in supporting the com-
mittee to keep things going: 

Gordon White, Peter Major, Robyn Major, Steve Robson, Helen Crowe,  
Malcolm Stewart, Greg Williams, volunteers who usher parking at events 
such as Toy Run and Blanket Run, who put up posters, who help out with 
Triathlons, and the people who come along to the meetings each month  

to contribute to the conversations!  Thank you!!! 
(It’s always risky to start naming people in case you leave someone out!) 

The other major thing coming up is Motorcycle Awareness Week. There are usual 
events such as the launch - but with a difference from previous years; Joe Rider 
will be about and about, of course; Motorcycle Gear and Trivia Night is the major 
mid-week event, Ride to Work Day on Friday  26 Oct, with the Bikers’ Breakfast 
on your way to work. The week ends on Sunday with a social gathering to watch 
the MotoGP on the Big Screen at CSCC Woden. (pages 6 & 8) 

Plus the Inside Line highlights many other events for your calendar  
(pages 7 & 9) - including the Social Dinner later this month. (page 5) 

 Leen Parsons 

 Life is a road; ride it! 

 

Vice President’s Report 

It has been a busy year for the MRA.  And, it’s not over yet! 

The weather is warming up, and there are lots of riding activities on the calendar.  
We are looking forward to Motorcycle Awareness Week in October, the Moto GP 
and the Snowy Ride,  just to name a few!   

As a Committee, the MRA have shown tremendous dedication and have achieved 
some wonderful outcomes on behalf of all ACT motorcycle and scooter riders. 

I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their support and  
dedication over the past twelve months, and my best wishes to the new  
incoming Committee. 

 Trish Holdsworth 

 ‘Never ride faster than your guardian angel can fly!’ 
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If you are a returning rider 

 this course is for you; 

designed to refresh your skills!  

Course costs are subsidised by MRA ACT.  

For booking please contact Stay Upright on  

1300 366 640 or www.stayupright.com.au 

 

What is a Discovery Ride? 

The Discovery Rides are rides with a focus on skills building. They are for everyone but especial-

ly for new and returning riders to increase skills and confidence. 

The ride leaders are experienced in passing on their extensive knowledge to riders at all levels. 

For Learner Riders, there is often the opportunity to practice  

skills for the MOST test following the ride for that day. 

The group meets to discuss the individual focus of  

riders. The ride route is determined by the group,  

with the guidance of the ride leader. 

Experienced riders are encouraged to come on the 

Discovery Rides as the more knowledge  and  

experience, the more everyone learns  and benefits! 

See page 10 for dates. 

 

MRA ACT Discovery Rides 

http://www.stayupright.com.au
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

 

VP’s Trip to  

Sturgis, Oshkosh and the American Mid-West, by gosh! 

 
I have just returned from the adventure of a lifetime, travelling around the American mid-west on an 
Indian Springfield that I purchased in New York.  Spent a week at the Oshkosh Air Show and a week at 
the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally.  Both are the biggest events of their kind in the US.   

We headed out from Chicago and into what was apparently not peak hour traffic.  The “interstates are 
amazing, fast and divided and almost always 4 lanes.  They're mostly concrete too. They "rib" most of 
the concrete roads with snow grooves along them.  Not great for motorcycles.  If you remember "tighty 
righty" and "loosey lefty"  you should be OK,.  The first roundabout we had to negotiate had us looking 
everywhere except up! That was scary. The few wire rope barriers we saw were a fair distance from 
traffic, and the divided roads had a large patch of grass between them. 

We were confused because when we bought a road map it didn't have any distances on it, just road 
numbers. At first we thought the road numbers were distances, but that quickly didn't make sense. 
When you come to an intersection, the sign only shows the road numbers in each direction, but not 
towns.  In Oz, the sign will say what town is in each direction, and how far away it is.  So if you're going 
anywhere, you have to know the road numbers. It's only occasionally that they show distances to 
towns, and not at intersections. They do have signs with mileage numbers on them, but the number 
shows how far it is to the next state border.  Hmm.. We'd highly recommend a GPS. There are a lot of 
LED advertising signs around, including billboards. No doubt they'll be here soon too. 

We were disappointed to see many fairly new cars turned into rust buckets by the salt used in the 
northern areas to combat snow.  There are small cars and plenty of amazing "pick-ups'. We saw an 
F550 too. It had four HD's in the back and was towing a 6 bike trailer. BIG. Cars' rear brakes lights  
double as indicators, and we saw many newish cars that didn't have front number plates. Petrol is 
about half what we pay, but the distances are probably double. 

We saw only a few Japanese bikes other than Gold Wings in the Mid-West, but there were lots of 
trikes. There were Can-Am Spyders, Honda conversions, and Harley Davidson Tri-Glides, all over the 
place. Harley Davidsons are everywhere. We saw precious few dual purpose bikes during our 4,000km 
ride. Bikes are cheap too. You don't have to spend a lot. But in the northern mid-west they don't ride 
all year. It's very expensive to hire a bike and if you have a stack, drop, or "off", you may need to sell 
your house. Very few wear helmets or any type of protective clothing. We were given a copy of the 
2010 HOG Touring Guide and it had a page comparing road laws for bikes in each state.  Interesting.   

Sturgis is a smallish town that made me think of Yass or 
Braidwood. So now imagine 500,000 people in Yass. 
There were people everywhere, but we didn't see any 
bad behaviour. I didn't even hear one swear word!  There 
were tens of thousands of bikes, 90% (big) HD's, with 
some customs, Gold Wings and not much else.  But  
Sturgis is much more than that. Mount Rushmore is 
astounding, and so is Crazy Horse. These are truly  
spectacular human achievements. We got lost in the 
Black Hills (what road signs).  And Deadwood, Lead and 
Spearfish Canyon are all worth spending a day at too. The  
campgrounds like Buffalo Chip and Broken Spoke become mini-cities of their own during the rally. At 
Buffalo Chip one of our group just had to shoot an AK47. WoW! Where else could you do that? We also 
saw the best stunt riders in the world performing on Main Street.  So much fun was had, and another 
one ticked off the bucket list.    Oh, and my Indian, is on it’s  way to Oz. 

Trish Holdsworth      
‘Never ride faster than your guardian angel can fly’ 



 

Page 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Night 

6:45pm Friday 21 September 2012 

Siren Bar, Gungahlin 

December Social Night / Christmas Party is Saturday 8 December  

following the 2012 Toy Run. 

Come along for a great meal & conversation and meet new people! 

You don’t have to be a current member. 

Please RSVP to committee@mraact.org.au by 12 September 2012 

MRA ACT Membership MRA ACT Membership MRA ACT Membership    
Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,    

   promotes motorcycling to the community, and promotes motorcycling to the community, and promotes motorcycling to the community, and    

lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.    

Come along and be involved in the matters Come along and be involved in the matters Come along and be involved in the matters    

that affect you as a rider.that affect you as a rider.that affect you as a rider.   
 

www.mraact.org.auwww.mraact.org.auwww.mraact.org.au   

Triathlon ACT will be holding the ACT Winter Duathlon Championships on 26 August 2012.  

MRA ACT supports the event by providing riders to pillion officials during the event.  

If this interests you – please give David on home 6226 6266.  

Riders are provided monetary compensation toward the their time and expenses, usually including lunch. 

The Summer Season should begin in late October 2012 and we’ll be looking for more riders for the new  season. 

mailto:committee@mraact.org.au?subject=MRA%20SOCIAL%20FUNCTION%2021/9/12%20AT%20SIREN%20BAR%20-%20RSVP
http://www.mraact.org.au
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MRA ACT  Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Discovery Ride - meet at Robbo's Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is tailored to the needs of the 
group and is paced at the speed of the slowest rider. It introduces new and returning riders to group riding with 
no pressure and promotes road craft and rider safety 

 

Social Ride - Please contact Gordon (0438 632 194) or Trish (0418 860 750) to advise your participation. More Info 
 Nerriga - 252 kms covers some rough little known roads (including 3 kms of dirt) Departure 9:30 am from 

Watson Servo  at the roundabout.  
 October - No Social Ride - Motorcycle Awareness Week activities - please join in! 
 Bright Overnighter - 505 + 539 kms; a long ride day.  Book your own accommodation;  

  Star Motel - (03) 5755 1277 or Alpine Hotel - (03) 5755 1366  

Events of interest on the following page 

http://www.netspeed.com.au/gwhite/Ride_Calendar.html
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Motorcycle Awareness Week Events 

 20 October 2012 

 www.mraact.org.au  

20 October 2012 

 www.mraact.org.au  
20 October 2012 

 www.mraact.org.au  

20 October 2012 

 www.mraact.org.au  
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Events of Interest 

 14 - 16 September 2012 
wombatrally.com 

4 November 2012 
 2012swapmeet@vvcmcc.org  

28 October 2012 
 www.girlsonthemove.com.au  

17 November 2012 
www.bombalabikeshow.com.au 

13 October 2012 

 www.vvmcfederal.com.au  

15 September 2012 

haye1dav@police.nsw.gov.au  

2 - 4 November 2012 

 www.vvmcfederal.com.au  

18 November 2012 

 www.vvmcfederal.com.au  

20 October 2012 

 www.mraact.org.au  

Does your club have an 
event  to promote? 

Have your event  
included in  

The Inside Line!   

Email your Flyer 

committee@mraact.org.au 

http://www.wombatrally.com/Wombat_Rally.html
mailto:haye1dav@police.nsw.gov.au

