
 

Page 1 

 

 

November 2012 

The Inside LineThe Inside LineThe Inside Line   

MRA ACT  
Newsletter                   

 EXECUTIVE 

 
  PRESIDENT 

Kathleen Parsons 

leen@canberrariders.org.au 

0409 984 008 

  Snr VICE PRESIDENT  

Jennifer Woods 

jenwoods@internode.on.net 

  VICE PRESIDENT 

David Ault 

dault@pcug.org.au 

  SECRETARY  

  Public Officer 

Nicky Hussey 

nicky@incanberra.com.au 

  TREASURER 

Marilyn Starick 

marilyn.starick@bigpond.com 

Committee  Reports  1 - 2 

Motorcycle Awareness 

Week 
3 

2012 Toy Run 4 

Pink Ribbon Ride 5 

MRA ACT Social Ride 6 

Motorcycle Parking 8 

Triathlon Support 9 

MRA Christmas Party 10 

Time Trial 11 

MRA Events 12 

Events of Interest  13  

President’s Report 
October has been very busy with long weekends and another successful  
Motorcycle Awareness Week. There is a report on page 3. Many people were 
away for Casey Stoner’s last MotoGP in Australia. Casey did not disappoint his 
supporters with his performance. The following weekend was the Snowy Ride 
and those that attended were blessed with beautiful weather for riding in the 
NSW Snowy Mountains! 

The next MRA ACT Social Ride on 17/18 November is down through the 
mountains again to Bright in Victoria for the weekend. Details are on page 6 

Also on this weekend is Marques in the Park at John Knight Park in  
Belconnen. I’ll be there with our two old (‘70s) Hondas that are currently  
under restoration. Whether you have a bike that is old or new, restored or 
not; bring it along to display while you check out the array of amazing  
machines. More on this in the Vice President’s report. 

We’ll give you a week or two off so you can create your outfit for the best 
decorated bike and the best dressed rider or pillion; and gather your club  
mates or work group for the largest attendance at this year’s Toy Run on  
8 December. As with our Blanket Run, this year’s Toy Run will be from Old  
Parliament House to the Carillon in King’s Park. We encourage you to invite 
you family and friends to participate by watching the spectacle of the 1,000 
motorcycle travelling in convoy along Adelaide Avenue to Woden and back to 
King’s Park to donate gifts and cash. Trish has provided an article on page 4. 
Please use the flyer to promote the event to your family, friends and work 
colleagues. The flyer is attached to the email and available on our website. 

The 8 December is also the MRA ACT Christmas Party. This years event will 
be held at Gryphons in Griffith (ACT). We have booked the Deck and part of 
the Dinning Room. Bookings are essential. See page 10. 

One last thing to mention is the 2013 Capital Rally. The venue has changed! 
January’s event will be held south of Tharwa. Yes, there is still dirt road  
however it is generally a well maintained dirt road, and it is only about eight 
kilometres. Prepay is preferred and will save you some many. All the  
information can be found on the flyer and website. 

 

 

 Leen Parsons 

 Life is a road; ride it! 

http://www.mraact.org.au
http://www.mraact.org.au
http://mraact.org.au/
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Committee Reports 

Snr Vice President’s Report 

Thanks to everyone who supported the 5th Motorcycle Awareness Week this 
year – given the busy-ness of October this year, it was great to see people at our 
events. 

JOE Rider once again rode the roads of Canberra and environs, and was seen all 
over the place. Keith from Goulburn was the winner of the  Hot Air Balloon ride – 
he was very excited to have won. I would like to thank the Transport and Road 
Safety unit of ACT Justice and Community Service Directorate of ACT Govern-
ment for their very solid and extremely welcome support of the Motorcycle 
Awareness Week.  They have been active supporters of this very important rider 
awareness week in Canberra since it was started five years ago and we believe 
that the spot Joe Rider campaign in particular is making a difference. 

I’ll see you on the 8th December at Old Parliament House for the Toy Run. 

Ride Safe - Jen 

Vice President’s Report 

NSW Changes to their Road Rules: 
Effective from 1 November, NSW Transport amended some of their conditions 
and rules for road users - including pedestrians and cyclists. 

Examples are: Use of mobile phones; use and mounting of visual display units  
(eg GPS); pedestrians or cyclists crossing roads or crossings against red lights;  
vehicles giving way to pedestrians at intersections when driving / riding; carrying 
of animals on a motor bike; signalling at roundabouts; making “U” turns.  

For more information access www.rms.nsw.gov.au 

Marques in the Park – 2012 :  marques@actmotorclubs.org.au  
The Council of ACT Motor Clubs is hosting this 10th annual event at John Knight 
Park in Belconnen on Sunday 18 November. Set up from 8am, Public from  
10am - 3pm. On site catering will be provided by the Vietnam Veterans. They also 
have a Facebook page, with site map. I invite you to “like” the page. 

The event is for anybody and everybody interested in things motoring – Cars, 
Bikes and Caravans of any make or model. 

Bruce Perry (the organiser) is welcoming us (MRA ACT and motorcyclists) to  
participate. This event is a “low key” passive activity where attendees are able to 
sit back and relax in the (hopefully) sunshine and warmer weather while nar-
rating narratives of motorcycling meanders.  

It’s a great opportunity to join in with your friends and share your two-wheeled 
passion . Motorcycles will congregate on the basketball courts as usual. (Adjacent 
to the food vendors). This is also an opportunity to engage with the public and  
enthusiasts and help spread the words about motorcycling. This is also an  
opportunity to engage with the public and enthusiasts and help spread the words 
about motorcycling – including the pamphlets we have of membership, Gear 
Guide, “Motorcycle Aware” stickers etc.  

David Ault 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

 

2012 Motorcycle Awareness Week  

Wrap-up 

 Another successful Motorcycle Awareness Week! The events were a bit varied for this year; and all 
who participated enjoyed the activities. 

The official launch on Saturday 20 October saw a surprising number of politician and candidates sup-
port the launch; surprising as it was election day in the ACT. Among the officials where Senator Gary 
Humphries, MLA Mary Porter on behalf of the Chief Minister, Leader of the ACT Opposition - MLA Zed 
Seselja, and Greens candidate and rider Ben Murphy. 

Joe Rider was sent on his way and headed to Black Mountain Peninsula, followed by many other riders, 
to join in with a BBQ hosted by the Canberra Ulysses Club. And, what a feast! 

Tuesday night was Motorcycle Trivia and Motorcycle Gear Fashion Show. The night would not have 
been a success with out the generous loan of gear from Motorini Scooters, Eurotune Motorcycles,  
Moto Central, Dahlitz Motorcycles, Joe’s Motorcycles and Canberra Motorcycle Centre! 

There was also a wonderful array of prizes donated for the event.  
Get Plugged -  two x standard custom sets of earplugs ($70 ea)  
The Suspension Smith - five x suspension setup vouchers ($50 ea) 
OZIT Support - four x 1 hour IT support ($80 ea) 
Joe’s Motorcycles - jackets (3), pants (1) and cap (1)($35 -$100 ea) 
Motorini Scooters - various oils and helmet care 
Dahlitz Motorcycles - various maintenance products 
Moto Central - various maintenance and helmet care products 
Canberra Motorcycle Centre - motocross posters and CMC hats  

We were very happy with the response to the Spot Joe Rider completion! Many people spotted Joe and 
registered for the draw. The lucky winner of the Hot Air Balloon Ride was Keith from Goulburn. 

Following Got’Ms Pink Ribbon Ride on Sunday morning, our other lucky winner of the week was  
Garry McCurley. The prize draw was for those who registered and attended the viewing of MotoGP at 
the Canberra Southern Cross Club. Garry’s prize is a $50 suspension setup by the Suspension Smith. 

Special thanks to Greg Williams of  

Production Magic who managed the 

sound and lighting at the  

Southern Cross Club and sound for the 

other events.. 

Special thanks also to  

Damien Battisson and Bill Edwards, our 
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Annual Motorcyclists’ Toy Run  

Supporting St John’s Care and The Salvation Army 

 It’s that time of the year again, and for many of us that means 
the joy of family and sharing. Many in our community are not 
as fortunate.  
The MRA Annual Toy Run supports The Salvation Army and St 
John’s Care to be able to provide gifts, toys and non-
perishable foods so that all parents can share the joy on their 
children’s faces at Christmas time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Salvation Army have kindly provided some popular gift ideas and non-perishable food item 
suggestions.  
 
Please do not wrap gifts so that parents can personally select a suitable gift. As your gift may be 
the only one a child might receive this Christmas, it is appreciated if the gift was ‘brand new’.  
Gift vouchers are a terrific idea for teenagers. Check carefully on labels when buying toys for  
babies and toddlers that the toys are suitable.  
 

Gift vouchers from surf shops, clothing stores, music stores, Myers, K Mart, Target, Cinema 
movie tickets, Diva jewellery.  

Clothing and accessories, baseball caps, shoes and socks.  
Kites, bat and ball games, beach towels, sunglasses, body boards, jogger radios, netballs,  

footballs, cricket sets, tennis racquets and balls.  
Make-up, beauty cases, perfume, after shave, hair dryers, trendy toiletry bags and accessories 

(lip balm, nail polishes, hair accessories).  
 
Please ensure foods donated are non-perishable and their expiry dates are well into next year. 
Where possible please refrain from purchasing no-name brands, and ring-pull tins are preferred.  
 

UHT milk, tea, coffee, sugar, Milo, Quik, cordial, soft drink, long-life juice.  
Tinned fruit, tinned vegetables (peas, carrots, corn, beetroot etc), packet/tinned soups,  

spaghetti and baked beans, tinned tuna/fish, tinned ham, pre-canned meals.  
Breakfast cereals, instant noodles, rice, pasta, pasta and rice sauces, muesli bars.  
Chocolate, bags of lollies, sweet and savoury biscuits, potato chips, cake mix, jam, honey,  

vegemite.  
Bonbons, Santa sacks (eg. Cadbury) Christmas puddings, long-life or boxed Custard.  

 
One small act of kindness can bring hope to many. 
 
Thank you for you support! 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

 

2012 Pink Ribbon Ride 

 The 2012 Pink Ribbon Ride, hosted by Girls on The Move and held on 
Sunday 28 November, was a great success with perfect weather 
attracting around 150 motorbikes.  Motorbikes and motorcyclists alike 
were dressed in pink and it was good to see an artistic flair being  
demonstrated by a number of riders.  
 
Thanks to the generous motorcycling community we were able to raise 
almost $3,000 for the National Breast Cancer Foundation.  Julia Burns, a 
local breast cancer survivor and ambassador for the NBCF, spoke to the 

assembled crowd about her own experience with 
breast cancer, and about the Foundation, and 
Pete Majors did a wonderful job as MC for the event – thank you Pete! 
Thanks also must go to the Vietnam Vets who did a fabulous job with traffic 
control which meant we were all able to stay together for most of the ride. 
 
Raffle prizes were kindly donated by local business in the ACT and  
surrounding areas and there was a hot contest to see who would pick what 
prize once the major raffle prizes had been drawn.  Prizes were also given  
out for Best Dressed Rider, Best Dressed Bike and Lucky Registration. 
 
The Eagle Hawk Hotel venue for the ride finish again proved to be the  

perfect place with plenty of space to park the bikes and lots of cold beer on tap! 
 
Girls on The Move would once again like to thank all those who attended and helped make the  
day the success it was. 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

 

Social Ride - Bright O’nighter 

17 - 18 November 2012 

  

This ride is long about 505 + 539 kms and about 7 & 8 hours of riding. 

      We'll meet at 8:00am at Hume servo for an 8:30 departure. It'll be a long day! 

      It's a challenging ride for those who are "ride fit" and want some distance. 

      For accommodation, we suggest motel style $80 per double / twin or $60 single at: 

      Star Motel ... (03) 5755 1277 ...(older, quieter & slightly larger) or at, 

      Alpine Hotel ... (03) 5755 1366 ...(more modern, noisier(?), slightly smaller) 
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If you are a returning rider 

 this course is for you; 

designed to refresh your skills!  

Course costs are subsidised by MRA ACT.  

For booking please contact Stay Upright on  

1300 366 640 or www.stayupright.com.au 

 

What is a Discovery Ride? 

The Discovery Rides are rides with a focus on skills building. They are for everyone but especial-

ly for new and returning riders to increase skills and confidence. 

The ride leaders are experienced in passing on their extensive knowledge to riders at all levels. 

For Learner Riders, there is often the opportunity to practice  

skills for the MOST test following the ride for that day. 

The group meets to discuss the individual focus of  

riders. The ride route is determined by the group,  

with the guidance of the ride leader. 

Experienced riders are encouraged to come on the 

Discovery Rides as the more knowledge  and  

experience, the more everyone learns  and benefits! 

See page 12 for dates. 

 

MRA ACT Discovery Rides 

http://www.stayupright.com.au
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

 

Stay dry while you find a park on the  

Canberra Motorbike Parking website 

 It was a cold, dark and stormy night at the Dickson Shopping Centre. I 

had just got my Ls, my visor was spattered with rain and misting up on 

the inside, my hands were swathed, alien mitts and I needed to find a 

parking spot … soon. People were running to and from their cars and 

zipping in and out of parking spaces and the reflections of the lights on 

the puddles and rain wet streets were dazzling. I suspected that there 

would be dedicated motorbike parking somewhere - but where?  

How much easier it would be if I knew where the parking was before I 

had even ventured out – particularly on a rather clichéd dark and 

stormy night like this one. The idea came to me that what I needed 

was a website that showed me via a map where the parking was and 

maybe gave me a picture of it so I could recognise it when I saw it and 

look for a distinctive landmark. I discussed the idea with my partner (also a rider). We sketched out a 

basic plan for a website and started to take an inventory of all the motorbike parking available in the 

obvious locations such as Civic, Belconnen and Woden. As it turned out slow riding around car parks 

searching for parking areas was quite helpful for learning the fiddly manoeuvring required for the P’s 

test. Eventually we had enough parking areas to justify populating a Google map and the web pages 

and the Canberra Motorbike Parking website was launched in early 2010. 

The website features a Google map marked with the 148 designated motorbike parks that we have  

inventoried to date. Each parking area is linked to basic details including a photograph, an address, the 

number of spaces, whether you can lock up, fees (if applicable), information about how to get into the 

parking area and nearby 'permanent' features or facilities. On the website we also invite riders to  

contact us with details of any new sites they find or news about park closures. Finally, we provide some 

tips and contacts on lobbying for new or improved motorbike parking. 

The website address is www.canberramotorbikeparking.net - we hope you find it useful.  

And, yes, there are two parking areas in Dickson. 

Safe parking, 

Kate 

Editor’s Comment: 

While it is all very nice that motorcycle 
parking has been provided here; it looks 
to me it was just an after thought on a 
small space that was left. 

Is this space meant for two bikes or 
more? 

I’m sure the bureaucrats would not ex-
pect to park more than two cars in such a 
fashion. 

While the space looks good, it is only RE-
ALLY suitable for two bikes! (Unless 
you’re in a group, then you could fit four.) 

http://www.canberramotorbikeparking.net/
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

 

Summer Season Triathlon  

Support Riders Needed 

 Part of the MRA ACT’s contribution to community events is co-ordinating support riders for  
Triathlon events. 

Riders are needed to pillion officials around the course 
to ensure adherence to the rules. 

If you are a confident rider, with a bike that meets noise 
standards, and you’re interested in community support, 
you would find the experience quite  
rewarding. 

 

We seek to find motorcycle riders for: 

25 Nov 12: TACT #1; 7am Yarralumla Bay – 2 x bikes 

1 Dec 12: Women’s & Girls Triathlon; Yarralumla Bay – 1 x bike 

9 Dec 12: TACT #2; Black Mountain Peninsula – 2 x bikes 

16 Dec 12: X-Tri ½ Ironman; 6.30am Rond Terrace – 10 x bikes 

28 Jan 13: TACT #3; Rond Terrace – 3 x bikes  

2 Mar 13: TACT #4; Rond Terrace – 2 x bikes 

 

As has occurred in previous years, motorcycle riders for these events are paid some  
remuneration on the day and may also receive food and drinks at the event.  

Riders should find the events engaging and “fun” 
even if they are new to the role of motorcycle  
support.  

Previous experience in carrying pillion is advised.  

The Technical Officials that sit as pillions know their 
role and direct the motorcyclist along the road 
course to monitor the cyclists and enact penalties for 
them infringing rules. The “short course” events 
(<40km) are usually over inside 2 hours and riders 
can return to their Saturday or Sunday activities.  

MRA ACT would especially like to provide a full compliment (10) motorcycles for this years 
½  Ironman. This event has both State and National standing and motorcycle support is a  
condition of the organisers ability to host and hold the event on safety grounds.  

Please give these dates and activities your consideration and let me know if you would like to be 
involved as early as possible.  

David Ault 
Triathlon Support Co-ordinator 
6226 6266 
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MRA ACT Christmas Party 

6:00pm Saturday 8 December 2012 

following the Toy Run 

You don’t have to be a current member. 

Bookings as essential. please RSVP to  

committee@mraact.org.au  

by Saturday 1 December 2012 

MRA ACT Membership MRA ACT Membership MRA ACT Membership    
Support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,Support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,Support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,    

   promotes motorcycling to the community, and promotes motorcycling to the community, and promotes motorcycling to the community, and    

lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.    

Come along and be involved in the matters Come along and be involved in the matters Come along and be involved in the matters    

that affect you as a rider.that affect you as a rider.that affect you as a rider.   
 

www.mraact.org.auwww.mraact.org.auwww.mraact.org.au   

Surrounded by beautiful park-

land and scenic urban land-

scape, Gryphons has a range of 

options for dining.  

Meals provide a unique dining 

experience paired with Gryph-

ons’ diverse wine list and  

atmospheric surrounds. 

Come along celebrate the Festive Season.  

Share a meal, a drink and plenty of  

conversation with others who have a  

common interest! 

mailto:committee@mraact.org.au?subject=MRA%20SOCIAL%20FUNCTION%2021/9/12%20AT%20SIREN%20BAR%20-%20RSVP
http://www.mraact.org.au
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Time Trials 
(What are Time Trials?) 

Benefit Ride for MRA ACT Christmas Appeal 
Supporting the Salvation Army and St John’s Care 

Open Run 
(Open to all bikes: bring a friend) 

1 December 2012 
9:00 am for 9:30 start CommenCing at robbo’s 

Entry Fee: by donation 

bbQ LunCh: by donation at robbo’s 11:00am 
Money raised will go to the MRA ACT Christmas Appeal. 

BBQ Provided by CHOG 

Put your name on the run sheet at Robbo’s or email   

robhamilton_52@yahoo.com.au 

 

The aim of the Time Trial is to navigate through a designated course around 

Canberra closest to a pre-set time. At Robbo’s you departure and returning 

time will be recorded. There will be a map displayed on Robbo’s window show-

ing you the route to be taken.  

The Time Trials will finish at Robbo’s where there will be a BBQ and Winner’s 

presentation. 

THIS S NOT A RACE!!! 

Remember to always practice safe motorcycling. Look after yourself and others. 

 

Winner’s Presentation 

Overall Winner - rider who completes  the course closest to the pre-set time 

Slowest Time - rider who complete s the course in the slowest time (within 10 minutes) 

Mystery Time - rider who comes closest to a pre-set mystery time 
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MRA ACT  Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Discovery Ride - meet at Robbo's Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is tailored to the needs of the 
group and is paced at the speed of the slowest rider. It introduces new and returning riders to group riding with 
no pressure and promotes road craft and rider safety 

 

Social Ride - Please contact Gordon (0438 632 194) or Trish (0418 860 750) to advise your participation. More Info 
 Bright Overnighter - 505 + 539 kms; a long ride day.  Book your own accommodation;  

  Star Motel - (03) 5755 1277 or Alpine Hotel - (03) 5755 1366. Meet at Hume servo 8:00am 
 
 Next Social Ride will be next February 

 

Events of interest on the following page 

http://www.netspeed.com.au/gwhite/Ride_Calendar.html
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Events of Interest 

 

17 November 2012 
www.bombalabikeshow.com.au 

18 November 2012 

 www.vvmcfederal.com.au  

Does your club have 
an event  to promote? 

Have your event in-
cluded in  

The Inside Line!   

Email your Flyer 

committee@mraact.org.au 

24-25 November 2012  
www.vvcmcc.org/spanish-rally  

http://vvcmcc.org/spanish-rally/

