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President’s Report - Leen Parsons 
Wow, what a turn out for the Toy Run! The weather was great,  

the atmosphere was terrific and the outcome was overwhelming! 

Congratulations to those who went the extra bit to dress bike and them-
selves. It certainly makes it hard to judge the winners. 

Well done to Canberra Riders and Defence Riders for the Largest Club and 
Corporate Attendance respectively. Our Christmas party turned out to be a 
low key affair. All those that attended certainly enjoyed the food, the venue 
and the company. 

The next major event is the Capital Rally 11-13 Jan 2013. If you’ve thought 
about going in the past but hesitated because of the road, this year’s event 
may suit you better. 

During the floods last February, the campsite on the Goodradigbee 

River was washed away and the campgrounds are closed, well they’re not 
there. We have moved the rally closer to home and while there is still some 
dirt road, it is like a highway compared to the road out to the Goodradigbee 

River. This year’s event is being held south of Tharwa at Caloola Farm. Please 
see the flyer for details. 

May your Festive Season be one of happiness, peace and love.  

Enjoy the summer riding and remember to stay well hydrated! 

   

  Life is a road; ride it! 

 

Marques in the Park 
This event was held in John Knight Park, Belconnen on 18 Nov 2012.  
MRA ACT had a small presence supported by Canberra Riders. 

There was a good bit of interest in the registered mini-bike. There were some 
classic Hondas, an interesting scooter, BMW, DN-01, Harley Davidson, Honda 
Shadow and others. The main attractions were the various marques of cars. 
I’m hoping next year’s event se a larger turnout of riders. 

http://mraact.org.au/
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Committee Reports 

Snr Vice President’s Report - Jen Woods 
Like most of you, I am hanging out for the Christmas break. We’ve had a good year 
at the MRA ACT and we thank you for your support. Disappointingly there have 
been motorcycle fatalities on our roads this year and our thoughts go out to family 
and friends of those riders.  

I hope you’ll have a relaxing and happy Christmas break, with good roads to ride 
and family and friends to keep you company. As I write this I am thinking of those in 
our community who will not be facing such a good Christmas and I know many of 
you will be there on Saturday for the Toy Run with gifts for those people.  

How about giving the rider in your life, the gift of a MASTERS training course?  

The next MASTERS course to be held at Stayupright is scheduled for the 10th March. 
For further information, check the website www.stayupright.com.au  
This is a great course for those who need to polish up their skills – returning riders, 
this course is for you! 

Ride Safe! 

Vice President’s Report - David Ault 

Yes, it’s that time of year again where we don silly hats, go to countless parties and 
imbibe various and copious fluids and other supposedly nutritional substances... 

Thanks to all that helped coordinate and attended this year’s Toy Run and make it 
the success it was. It’s great to have the involvement and support of the Politicians 
and others in Public Office. There is much paperwork that goes on behind the 
scenes to make these events happen. Planning seems to commence just about a 
year out and we have the evolved mechanisms from (many) prior events to help us 
make things look like a routine exercise, however it still takes significant time,  
energy and motivation by a dedicated few to accomplish. We would warmly  
welcome others who can help us pull these events and activities together and share 
the workload!  

Being the season for giving the annual Summer Blood Challenge is on again. How 
about donating some blood & contributing to the annual Police Vs Motorcyclists 
challenge?  Visit the http://www.donateblood.com.au/ site for more information,  
or call 13 14 95. 

Recently we have experienced some dry weather, once it rains the roads will be 
more slippery than usual – especially at traffic lights and other areas where  
vehicles are stationary for some time. It’s one thing to notice a hazard; it’s another 
to do something about it. Remember, you can report a hazard by calling Canberra 
Connect – 13 22 81 or by going to their website www.canberraconnect.act.gov.au . 
The MRA website also has an info and tab link. 

With gaining a recent Government grant, the DSMRA are in the early stages of  
negotiations for an off-road motorcycle riding facility to suit a variety of off-road 
recreation (non-competition) activities. The ACT Motorcycle Club and the Trials Club 
of Canberra are also contributing to create an area that will fulfil a variety of needs. 
This facility may take some time to come to fruition; however it will fill a current 
absence for legal off-road riding in a location that is close to Canberra city and cater 
for both individual and family groups. 
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Annual Motorcyclists’ Toy Run  

Supporting St John’s Care and The Salvation Army 

Well Done to the ACT & Region’s Motorcyclists! 

           With the formalities 

     started, Senator Kate Lundy, 

MLAs Mary Porter, Mick Gentleman and Alistair Coe spoke 

words of support for the generosity of the motorcycling  

community. 

Best Dressed Rider or Pillion was won by Kellie from Aus-

Post, Best Decorated Bike was won by Howard from the ACT 

and Southern Tablelands Chapter of Aust Goldwing Ass’n. 

Largest Corporate Attendance was won by Defence Riders. 

Largest Club Attendance was won by Canberra Riders. 

  Cash donations exceeded well over $5,300 

  Gifts were estimated to be around $15,000 

Very early it was apparent this year’s  

Toy Run going to be huge! 

As the bikes started arriving the car park  

at the front of Old Parliament House began 

to fill very quickly and made it difficult to  

walk amongst them. 

The procession headed out at 10:00 lead by ACT Policing, 

followed by AusPost riders, our VIPs who rode or taking 

pillion, and such a varied array motorcycles and scooters, 

I doubt there was any category of rides that was not  

represented. 

As I approached Kings Park behind the pageant it was an 

impressive spectacle to see all the bikes and colour! 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Social Ride Report - Bright O’nighter 

17 - 18 November 2012 

 Well it was a pretty big ask – over five hundred kms for two days running. Mind you it was not just ANY 
five hundred kms. Some of it was pretty slow and focussed. You just can’t do Thredbo, Tom Groggin to 
Khancoban at 110kph. Nor can you do Elliott way at 110kph; or the road up to Bright. Well, I can’t. 

Nine folk set off with us: Rob GPX1400, Norm R1200GS, Suzy R1150RT, Phil R1200S, Mal and Karen 
ST1300, Vid K1200, Trish XJ6, Gordon Tiger 1050, on an early start from Hume. The first stop for coffee in 
Jindabyne was almost one third of Day 1 … but only in distance. That was the easy part. We usually do 
the Thredbo – Khancoban road in the other direction, but I think Thredbo - Khancoban is “easier”. There 
was little traffic, although every time we stopped we saw the same two guys and girl from Canberra  
Riders – all the way to Bright. 

There wasn’t too much leaf litter through Tom Groggin like there is sometimes, but the wash-boards on 
the hairpins were all still there. Hmmm… The next stop was at Corryong at the “Pepperleaf” for lunch. 
And a nice lunch it was too – better than a café or pub. I had a Turkey roll, but it was much better than 
any other turkey roll I’ve had before, yum! 

From Corryong we cruised along the beautiful Victorian countryside along the Murray Valley “Highway” 
until we reached Tallangatta where we argued about how to pronounce Tallangatta, and saw the three 
from Canberra Riders. When the Hume Weir is full, Tallangatta is very picturesque and the town is quite 
lovely. One beer for some and one softy for others; with a quick fluid exchange, and we were off again. 

 The original plan was to go down the Kiewa Valley 
“Highway” (KVH) and come back via the parallel Gundowring 
Road that “The Bear” recommends in his motorcycling atlas. 
Several of us had already done Gundowring Road  (and KVH) 
so we decided to go Gundowring Road both days. Some of us 
had a moment finding the entrance to it, because none of us 
had done it in that direction before, but we did find it and had 
a ball for 45 kms or so. Even then, the group found two  
different ways to return to KVH. That’s what GPS’s do for you! 

After Tawonga you have to climb a very steep hill to head 
to Bright. There’s a great lookout where you can see the 
whole valley and the Mount Beauty ski field. It’s only 
about 30kms to Bright, but what a ride. Do it. There was 
some doubt about whether the micro-brewery would be 
open or not, but we found that even though they were 
doing renovations they were still trading. Phew…  

There was a Ulysses group in Bright from Melbourne and 
those three Canberra Riders again. We saw a custom 
made three wheeler powered by an FJR1300 motor and a 

couple of other hand built open wheelers. Apparently the previous week had seen lots of hot rods at 
Bright. Surprisingly, the local folk said that the bikes were a lot less noisy. The band at the pub seemed to 
rock Bright until late, but we slept well after a tiring day of concentration. 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Social Ride Report - Bright O’nighter (continued)  

17 - 18 November 2012 

 Some had the biker breakfast at the bakery (E&B roll) and we’d said goodbye to Mal and Karen who were 
going to spend an extra day in Bright.  We headed down the hill and up Gundowring Road again almost to 
Tallangatta. From there we rode around the edge of Hume Weir. It is way bigger than most people think; 
although we saw that it’s not very deep when we rode underneath the dam wall that’s just sitting between 
two big hills of dirt. Well they’re pretty big hills, actually. It really is a weir, but it covers a very large surface 
area and apparently regulates the water flow downstream across the seasons. 

About seven or eight kms from the dam is a long bridge 
crossing the lake to a place called Bellbridge. There’s no 
petrol in Bellbridge is there? We were sent on by a local to 
Bethanga an old goldmining town for breakfast and fuel. 
Richard at the general store is a nice guy who can’t make 
coffee and his petrol pump was ignored by all of us. No 
E&B rolls either. After the detour to Bethanga we got back 
to the Murray River Road. 

This is what we were looking forward to: Murray River 
Road follows the river for about 150 kms of sweeping,  
picturesque, vacant, riding bliss. I call it a “signature” ride. You MUST do it.  

Bellies and tanks were filled at the quaint little shop at Walwa, before heading off to Towong which is the 
end of the Murray River Road. Soon after Towong the group split into two with Rob and Phil heading home 
via Khancoban and Cabramurra, while the other five continued on along the original route through the 
Victorian “outback” and on to Elliott Way and home. But one bike had a temporary fuel pump problem 
and so the group was split again. Now there were just three in the advance group. Vid stopped at Bredbo 
to check out the Christmas Shop. And so, Trish and I got home first, tired and happy after a great weekend. 

The map is on G&T’s website: http://www.netspeed.com.au/gwhite/Ride_Calendar.html  

and if you haven’t done this ride, then we can only suggest getting some mates together and doing it  
(but not in winter). 

 

Triathlon Support Riders Needed 

MRA ACT contributes to community events by co-ordinating support riders for Triathlon events. 
Riders are needed to pillion officials around the course to ensure adherence to the rules. 
If you are a confident rider, with a bike that meets noise standards, and you’re interested in com-
munity support, you would find the experience quite rewarding. 
We seek to find motorcycle riders for: 
16 Dec 12: X-Tri ½ Ironman; 6.30am Rond Terrace – 10 x bikes 
28 Jan 13: TACT 3; Rond Terrace – 3 x bikes  2 Mar 13: TACT 4; Rond Terrace – 2 x bikes 
As has occurred in previous years, motorcycle riders for these events are paid some remuneration 

on the day and may also receive food and drinks at the event.  
MRA ACT would especially like to provide a full compliment (10) 
motorcycles for this year’s ½  Ironman. This event has both State 
and National standing and motorcycle support is a condition of the 
organisers ability to host and hold the event on safety grounds.  
Please contact David Ault 
Triathlon Support Co-ordinator 
6226 6266 

http://www.netspeed.com.au/gwhite/Ride_Calendar.html
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If you are a returning rider 

 this course is for you; 

designed to refresh your skills!  

Course costs are subsidised by MRA ACT.  

For booking please contact Stay Upright on  

1300 366 640 or www.stayupright.com.au 

 

What is a Discovery Ride? 

The Discovery Rides are rides with a focus on skills building. They are for everyone but especial-

ly for new and returning riders to increase skills and confidence. 

The ride leaders are experienced in passing on their extensive knowledge to riders at all levels. 

For Learner Riders, there is often the opportunity to practice  

skills for the MOST test following the ride for that day. 

The group meets to discuss the individual focus of  

riders. The ride route is determined by the group,  

with the guidance of the ride leader. 

Experienced riders are encouraged to come on the 

Discovery Rides as the more knowledge  and  

experience, the more everyone learns  and benefits! 

 

 

MRA ACT Discovery Rides 

http://www.stayupright.com.au
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Residential Street Improvement Study 

ACT Government - Territory and Municipal Services 

Newsletter Extracts 

 
 The following information may be of interest to road users in the areas noted in Newsletters  

 from the ACT Government. Residents and businesses are to have received the Newsletter and  

 a survey. If any potential changes could impact on you, I’d encourage you to find out more and  

 provide your feedback. 

In May 2012 the ACT Legislative Assembly passed a motion relating to local traffic issues.  

Following concerns raised by local residents, the Territory and Municipal Services Directorate - Roads ACT 

has commissioned a study of local traffic safety and traffic management initiatives in: 

 Coyne Street between Bugden St and Isabella Drive 

 Heagney Crescent from Clift Crs to Hambidge Crs 

 Clift Crescent from Ashley Dr to Johnson Dr 

 Hambidge Crescent from Goldstein Crs to Isabella Dr 

A shop-front display at Chisholm Shops and Tuggeranong libraries for a period of six weeks in November – 

December 2012 

...you can complete the same survey on-line at ACT Government’s Time-to-Talk website  

http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/. 

Information about the time and venue of the public display sessions will be provided in the  

Canberra Times “Community Notice Board” as well as http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/. 

You can view the Roads ACT website http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/ and comment online, or contact Pur-

dons at: purdons@purdon.com.au or fax 6248 8347 or 3/9 McKay St Turner ACT 2612. 

For further information please call Roads ACT on (13 22 81) quoting the project title:   

Macarthur, Fadden and Gowrie      or    Chisholm, Gilmore and Richardson 

http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/
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MRA ACT  Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Discovery Ride - meet at Robbo's Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is tailored to the needs of the 
group and is paced at the speed of the slowest rider. It introduces new and returning riders to group riding with 
no pressure and promotes road craft and rider safety 

 

Social Ride  
 
 Next Social Ride will be next February - check the website and look out for email notification of details 

 

Events of interest on the following page 
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Events of Interest 
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http://www.ard.org.au/news12.php
http://www.vvcmcc.org/annualrally/index.htm

