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President’s Report - Leen Parsons 

Welcome  to 2013!  

The Australian summer has been consistent with the top half of the country 
underwater and the lower half on fire. I sincerely hope you and your family 
have not been adversely impacted with what nature has dished up! 

The weather had an impact on this year’s Capital Rally; it was postponed! 
The owners of the venue cancelled all bookings on advise provided that the 
fire conditions were forecast to be Catastrophic. It was disappointing for 
many people. The good news is, we have been able to re-schedule the rally 
to the 22 - 24 March. Details in the newsletter. 

While it has been very hot, I know there has been plenty of you out on the 
roads enjoying the ride season. Over the Australia Day weekend I attended 
the Celebration of Women’s Motorcycling hosted by the Australian Riders’ 
Division of Motorcycling Australia. This year’s event was held in Walwa,  
Victoria.  I even managed a prize for the Most Travelled Bike. 

Our very own Jen Woods was the Guest Speaker at the 
Sunday night dinner. Jen spoke about the impact 
everyday people, everyday women, can have in  
our community. Jen has been an advocate for  
motorcyclists’ rights and safety within Ulysses,  
the Australian Motorcycle Council and MRA ACT. 
Her story is an encouragement for everyone,  
especially women to be active for their passion of 
riding. You can make a difference and you don’t have  
to be ‘someone special’! 

As this year gets underway there are many motorcycle related events in our 
region. Our Discovery Rides continue on the third Saturday of each month 
with Peter Major being your host. These rides are for everyone with a focus 
on building confidence and increasing rider skills. They are great for the ex-
perienced rider who wants to get out locally and support other riders. They 
are especially good for the less experienced rider, or the rider who maybe 
just returning to riding. 

Our first Social Ride for the year will be led by Committee Member, Steve 
Robson on 17 February. Please see the newsletter for details. 

Our first Social Night for 2013 is 1 March in Tuggeranong hosted by our 
Treasurer, Marilyn Starick at Little Istanbul. Again details in the newsletter. 

I know there are quite a few new MRA ACT members. I’d like to personally 
invite you to come along to our meeting on 
Tuesday 12 Feb at the Harmonie German Club 
in Narrabundah, and any of our other events. 

Life is a road; ride it! 
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Committee Reports 

Snr Vice President’s Report - Jen Woods 
Welcome back and I hope you had a great break over Christmas.  

The Majura Parkway work has officially begun – this road is expected to be finished 
in 2016 so it’s a long project and we all expect will cause traffic issues at times. Just 
be aware. If you travel along Majura Road now you can see the clearing work that 
has already been done. 

I rode down to the MA Celebration of Women’s Motorcycling held on the Australia 
Day long weekend and would like to congratulate Di Scaysbrook and Selena  
Thurbon for being awarded Australian Women’s Motorcyclists of the year.  

Leen has already sent information out about the necessity to postpone and re-
schedule the Capital Rally. The challenging weather conditions in January forced 
that decision. It is now being held from 22 – 24 March and we hope you can be 
there.  

I am looking forward to another interesting year – for sure one thing we know, 
we’ll be able to get some attention from the politicians! 

Ride Safe! 

Vice President’s Report - David Ault 

On the roads in Connecticut and New York.  

“Speed detection devices” on roadside verges don’t exist; perhaps they infringe 

some civil liberties? 

When driving, you only need to do up your seatbelt when asked to do so; perhaps 

it infringes on some other civil liberty? 

Talk, text and Googling on mobiles while driving is a way of life; get used to it!  

No it’s not legal. 

When school buses stop for students to alight, a “hand” comes out and flashing 

lights are displayed. It is illegal to overtake a stationary school bus with lights flash-

ing. The buses are equipped with cameras to register anyone who dares, on either 

side of the road. The buses stop where it is convenient for the children to alight,  

using most of the road space and assisting in preventing vehicles passing.  

If you are more than 2 car lengths behind the car in front, then at 80mph, you are 

not pushing the limits; there are another 1,000+ vehicles behind you that want to be 

in your place, even though the highway has 5+ lanes. Even the “slow” right hand 

verge travels faster than the signed limit. No buffer space, no think space,  

no reaction space! 

In time I spent on the highways, I saw only a handful of motorcyclists despite the 

warm weather. Those that I did see were mostly in the centre of towns. Strange  

considering that they are depicted on many travel and information sites. Perhaps 

there are more of them in the west? 

Learner drivers are not allowed on highways. 

If you have a flat tyre or other mechanical mishap, a “Black and White” will be  

dispatched and park behind you to warn other traffic. Similarly, “Black and Whites” 

are stationed at (every!!) road works to warn approaching traffic. There were a lot of 

Black and Whites tied up with road safety precautions; their drivers idly chatting with 

the construction crews.  
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Convoy for Cancer Families 

 We arrived in Mitchell at 9:30 on 2 Feb for a coffee and bacon and egg roll before joining the 
Convoy for Cancer Families ride to Tuggeranong. 

Among the riders were MRA members were Lynne Evans, Terry Collins, Marilyn Starick with 
Tamsin Morrison (daughter) and partner Steve, and myself. The Defence Riders also had a  
contingent who were promoting the Long Ride for the Prostate Cancer Foundation. 
(www.freewebs.com/longride2010/) 

The official motorcycle count was approximately 200 but estimates had the count at about 300 
with 400 trucks and busses all traveling to Tuggeranong. 

We left Mitchell just after 10am, motorcycles first, and headed down Gungahlin Drive, the  
Tuggeranong Parkway and Drakeford Drive into Tuggeranong. The roads along the entire trip 
were lined with supporters and well-wishers. 

Some amazing bikes participated in the ride and following our arrival in Tuggeranong it took an-
other two and a half for all the trucks and busses to arrive under full police escort. This was a 
well-organised and represented event and I urge all riders to consider participating at next years 
event. 

Stay upright, Steve Robson 

http://www.blackdogride.com.au
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Social Rides 

Dalgety via Jindabyne - 17 February 2013 

  

Our fist Social Ride for 2013 is 17 Feb, led by Steve Robson to Dalgety via Jindabyne.  

Meet at the Hume Caltex Service Station at 9:45 for a 10:00am departure.  
If possible please advise committee@mraact.org.au 

 

 

Social Rides are held monthly on the 3rd Sunday of the month.  
These include three overnight trips. 

2013 Dates 
17 Feb 2013 - Day Ride to Dalgety via Jindabyne led by Steve Robson 

17 Mar 2013 - Day Ride to Batemans Bay led by Marilyn Starick 

21 Apr 2013 - Day Ride to Araluen led Robyn Major 

18/19 May 2013 - Overnighter to Nowra led by Steve Robson 

16 Jun 2013 - Day Ride to Captains Flat or Crookwell (weather depending) led by Marilyn 

21 Jul 2013  - Day Ride to Captains Flat or Crookwell (weather depending ) led by Marilyn 

18 Aug 2013 - Day Ride to Wee Jasper (yes, there is a small amount of dirt road) led by Leen 

14/15 Sept 2013 - Overnighter to Jamberoo led by Robyn Major 

20 Oct 2013 - No Social Ride - Motorcycle Awareness Week / Phillip Island MotoGP 

16/17 Nov 2013 - Overnighter to Mallacoota led by Steve Robson 

15 Dec 2013 - No Social Ride - 33rd Toy Run and Christmas Party this weekend 

 

The Barry Sheene Festival of Speed will also at Sydney Motorsport Park is on 

15th, 16th & 17th March 2013, conducted by the Post Classic Racing Association of NSW. 

CLICK HERE to be directed to the Supplementary Regulations.  

................................................................... 

2013 NSW Road Race Championships  

for Modern and Historic Motorcycles - 6th & 7th April 2013. 

After some significant lobbying and networking with local motorcycle Clubs, Motorcycling 

NSW has announced the return of the NSW Road Race Championships for both Modern 

and Historic machines.  

Sydney Motorsport Park has been confirmed as the venue and the date locked away for 

the weekend of the 6th & 7th April 2013. The weekend will also incorporate the NSW  

Moto Trials event at the same venue, offering even greater value for spectators. There 

will also be trade stalls and other motorcycling events.  

In the meantime CLICK HERE to check out the press release.  

http://www.motorcycling.com.au/PDF_Files/Competitor_Info/ci_sr_2013barrysheeneregs_0313.pdf
http://www.motorcycling.com.au/PDF_Files/News/n_pr_nswoadracechamps_170112.pdf
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If you are a returning rider 

 this course is for you; 

designed to refresh your skills!  

Course costs are subsidised by MRA ACT.  

For booking please contact Stay Upright on  

1300 366 640 or www.stayupright.com.au 

 

What is a Discovery Ride? 

The Discovery Rides are rides with a focus on skills building. They are for everyone, especially 

for new and returning riders to increase skills and confidence. 

The ride leaders are experienced in passing on their extensive knowledge to riders at all levels. 

For Learner Riders, there is often the opportunity to practice  

skills for the MOST test following the ride for that day. 

The group meets to discuss the individual focus of  

riders. The ride route is determined by the group,  

with the guidance of the ride leader. 

Experienced riders are encouraged to join the  

Discovery Rides as the more knowledge  and  

experience, the more everyone learns  and benefits! 

 

MRA ACT Discovery Rides 

http://www.stayupright.com.au
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Social Dinner - Nyonya, Tuggeranong 

1 March 2013 

 The committee would like to invite all MRA members and friends along 
 to their first social night of 2013. 

Now we know about northside and southside people, but imagine you are in Sydney and how 
long it would take you to get somewhere. 

It is only 30 mins from either direction from north to south. So no excuses about being too far. 

Our first venue for the year is ‘Nyonya’ 175 Anketell Street, Tuggeranong. 

When: Friday 1 March commencing at 7.00pm 

Nyonya is an inviting Chinese/
Malay restaurant, small enough to 
be friendly but big enough to have 
thoroughly delicious meals. 

I have always had great meals there and they  
specialise in Roti’s and chilli, so if you like it hot… 
come along. 

For those who like it mild (that’s me), dishes are 
served to your liking.  

Contact is Marilyn 0437 709 337  

Email your attendance to committee@mraact.org.au prior to 25 February confirming your spot. 

We hold three Social Nights throughout the year.  

This year’s dates and locations are:  

 1 March 2013 - Tuggeranong; 28 June 2013 - Queanbeyan; 27 September 2013 - Dickson 

MRA ACT Christmas Party in December to be advised. 

Triathlon Support Riders Needed 

MRA ACT contributes to community events by co-ordinating support riders for Triathlon events. 
Riders are needed to pillion officials around the course to ensure adherence to the rules. 
If you are a confident rider, with a bike that meets noise standards, and you’re interested in  
community support, you would find the experience quite rewarding. 
 
We seek to find motorcycle riders for: 
 2 Mar 13: TACT 4; Rond Terrace – 2 x bikes 
 
As has occurred in previous years, motorcycle riders for these 
events are paid some remuneration on the day and may also  
receive food and drinks at the event.  
Please contact David Ault 
Triathlon Support Co-ordinator 
6226 6266 

mailto:Marilyn.starick@bigpond.com.au
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MRA ACT  Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Discovery Ride - meet at Robbo's Harley Davidson in Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is tailored to 
the needs of the group . It introduces new and returning riders to group riding with no pressure and promotes 
road craft and rider safety. 

Social Rides 
 17 February - led by Steve to Dalgety via Jindabyne - meet Hume Caltex 9:45 for 10:00am departure. Cooma 

for a coffee, Jindabyne for a splash of fuel (for those that need it) and on to Dalgety for lunch at the pub.  
The ride is a leisurely 340 K's return for those that want some twisties. 

 17 March - led by Marilyn to Batemans Bay - Caltex Watson 9:15 for 9:30 am departure. Coffee in Bungendore, 
regroup a Nelligen Pub and onto Malua Bay. 

 21 April - led by Robyn to Araluen - details to be advised 

Social Night 
 1 March - hosted by Marilyn - 6:45 pm at Nyonya, Anketell St Tuggeranong  

 

Events of interest on the following page 
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Events of Interest 

24 March 2013 

www.blackdogride.com.au  
26 - 28 April 2013 

lakest@ozemail.com.au 

3 - 11 May 2013 

www.freewebs.com/longride2010/  

Perhaps the driver   

will get the message. 

http://www.blackdogride.com.au
http://www.blackdogride.com.au
http://www.blackdogride.com.au

