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President’s Report - Leen Parsons 

Wow, the new Capital Rally site is brilliant, as was the weather!  

Quite a number of riders new to rallying or new to the Capital Rally made 
their way out to Caloola Farm south of Tharwa to enjoy a weekend or  
camaraderie, telling yarns and sharping their wit on each other. There is a 
report on page 4 by one of our newer members, Pamela McCann, who  
experienced her first rally by being a part of the team. 

A huge thanks to Carl, Helen, Malcolm & Karen, Owen, Zannon, Pam, Steve 
and Brian who all assisted in making the event a great success. We expect 
the numbers will be significantly higher given all the positive feedback we 
received over the weekend. 

Next year’s event will be the same weekend; ie 21-23 March 2014. 

At the end of March, I attended the Road Users Working Group (RUWG) 
meeting hosted by Justice and Community Safety Directorate of the ACT 
Government. We are one of the local road safety stakeholders, obviously 
representing our motorcycling community.  Following stakeholder work-
shops over the next month, the public will be invited make submissions on 
the draft report. 

I encourage you to access Time to Talk (www.timetotalk.act.gov.au) so you 
can have your direct say. You may even find some of the current topics of 
interest such as Residential street improvement program for Macarthur, 
Fadden and Gowrie or Time to Talk – the City or 
Study of traffic conditions on Messenger Street, 
Trickett Street and Beaurepaire Crescent. 

Snr Vice President’s Report - Jen Woods 

Hi all, hope you had a great Easter break with plenty of good roads and  
riding.  

Those of you with a Facebook and who have joined the MRA ACT FB will see 
the regular updates provided there on the potential traffic disruptions for 
the following day on the Majura Parkway project. We appreciate that  
Project Managers, Fulton Hogan are sending us updates so we can provide 
them to you. 

EPIC is unable to continue to provide the unofficial training area due to 
changes in the use of the facility as well as PLI issues. We are following that 
through and writing to the ACT Government about that situation. EPIC have 
been very thorough in researching the issue and in trying to assist us. 

The Blanket Run is only a few weeks away and we look forward to seeing 
you all there in support of those in our community who have to get through 
a freezing Canberra winter.  

Life is a road; ride it! 

http://www.timetotalk.act.gov.au
http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/community-engagements/?engagement=residential-street-improvement-study-for-coyne-street
http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/community-engagements/?engagement=residential-street-improvement-study-for-coyne-street
http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/community-engagements/?engagement=time-to-talk-the-city
http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/community-engagements/?engagement=study-of-traffic-conditions-on-messenger-street-trickett-street-and-beaurepaire-crescent
http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/community-engagements/?engagement=study-of-traffic-conditions-on-messenger-street-trickett-street-and-beaurepaire-crescent
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Committee Reports 

Snr Vice President’s Report (continued) 

I recently provided a report to the ACT-NRMA Road Safety Trust on the progress 
of the MASTERS course that the Trust subsidises. We included some of the feed-
back provided by riders at the last MASTERS course run by Stay Upright and I’d 
like to share some of those comments with you that we received in answer to the  
question “Outline what you learnt that was new” 

 Differing sequence of operation, ability to apply more braking with controlled 
measure, with time, better corner control and execution 

 Low speed maneuvering, more effective cornering 

 I don't actually move my body nor head as much as I thought I did 

 I had not ridden a modern bike consistently, although I had a range of  
machines over the years. My in-depth experience was nearly 50 years ago on a 
BSA 650. How different it was from even my current little 250 cruiser. This 
course taught me that I had to relearn a great deal of what I thought I knew 
(and had forgotten). Being given ample opportunity to practice with instant  
professional non judgmental feed back was superb. I left the day feeling I had at 
least knowledge of the fundamentals and that I could now practice in my own 
time. In fact I believe there is some overlap to driving the family car, where O A 
R is also essential. Being a bit of an older bloke I have found vocalising what I 
should be doing as I ride along helps instill the recommended procedures too.  
A great course thoroughly recommended for all folk who are coming back to 
riding after a fair break. Thanks Stay Upright for conducting the course with 
small numbers, it certainly allowed us to get the most as a group and  
individually from it. 

Great to receive such positive feedback isn’t it? 

Ride safe! 

 

Vice President’s Report - David Ault  

My thanks and appreciation to the team that put together the rescheduled Capital 

Rally for this year.  

Trish has volunteered to organise and run the Pink Ribbon Ride for this year. I’m 

sure that this is a topic and cause that is worth of our combined support. Please 

let Trish know what you can do to help make the event the success it need to be 

to continue prosper. 

At last month’s meeting it was great to see the interest and uptake of the Barton 

Highway Petition being circulated from the Yass Valley Council. If you have one or 

more of these in circulation, it might be appropriate to return them to Council to 

keep them   

During the last month there has been major line re-marking of many lengths of 

the road with many sections now marked as double (continuous) white lines to  

indicate no overtaking or passing! There also continues to be ongoing (night and 

day) road speed restrictions while road works and ameliorating activities to  

improve the road surface and markings. It is good to see that they are making 

small steps to help improve conditions and safety.  
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Trish Holdsworth 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Executive Committee Reports (continued) 

 Vice President’s Report (continued)  

A recent article in the Canberra Times – Wednesday 13 March, Page 2 highlighted the disparity in  

conditions and rules for L and P(1&2) drivers between the ACT and NSW jurisdictions. The article didn’t 

mention the similar situation that exists for motorcyclists. http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-

news/young-driven-round-the-bend-by-road-laws-20130312-2fyzl.html 

It is awkward to have to work between the different ‘States rules and I feel that there is much more that 

could be done to “homogenise” and improve conditions for all road users. Perhaps this could be a  

discussion point for the coming elections. 

Motorcycle Support for Duathlons and Cycling Competition 

The local winter duathlons are due to commence soon.  

Support riders are needed 

New for MRA involvement is supporting on-road cycle racing.  

We have been contacted to see if we can provide motorcyclists for a range of duties with on-road cycling 
competitions. Some dates and events that we have been asked to assist with:    

 The Canberra Junior and Women’s Tour 28, 29 and 30 June; 

 The Capital National Road Series Tour 20 21 and 22 September; and 

 The ACT Road Titles on 12 October. 

These events use the whole road. Motorcyclists will be shepherding the pelotons and groups.  

Previously, this level of cycle competition was restricted to one lane of a road and road traffic went around 
the cyclists. Under new provisions, ‘rolling road stoppages’ occur with police escort.   

The roads and side roads are blocked off while the cyclists are in a particular length of road,  
then the road section is re-opened and another length closed down. Your role will include  

support to close and open road section so that the cyclists have full use of the road.  
Much like happens in international events like the Tour de France.   

As well, there is monetary consideration for your operating costs and time. 

If you’re interested in helping at these events , please contact David Ault dault@pcug.org.au  6226 6266. 

MRA ACT holds Social Nights throughout the year.  

Future dates and locations for this year are:  

  28 June 2013 - Queanbeyan; 27 September 2013 - Dickson 

MRA ACT Christmas Party in December to be advised. 

http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/young-driven-round-the-bend-by-road-laws-20130312-2fyzl.html
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/young-driven-round-the-bend-by-road-laws-20130312-2fyzl.html
mailto:dault@pcug.org.au
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Malua Bay Social Ride Report 

 Five bikes and six people, including one pillion who is counting down the days until he can take the 
controls, met at the Caltex, Mitchell on the Federal Highway. Everyone who intended to meet up for 
the ride did, as far as we know.  We left nearly on time. There was a large gathering of bikes, appeared 
to think that we were not desirable to ride with; I had showered only an hour before... oh well we had 
a great time.   

We proceeded just after  0930 down the Feral Highway to Bungendore Road so as to miss the Macs 
Reef Road construction.  We had a regroup in Braidwood where some of the party indulged in the  
delights of the Braidwood Bakery.  When we arrived at the Bakery, there were two of NSW’s finest to 
welcome us to the historic town of Braidwood.  In fact they were so keen to ensure that we arrived at 
the coast safely, they left the Bakery at the same time as we did.  One of them even did a “U” turn in 
the main street and waved us across the road to ensure that no harm came to us. As we left Braid-
wood, admiring the poplar trees, he was ensuring we left town safely.   

The ride to our regroup point at Nelligen was devoid of tin tops which made for a good ride, however 
we discovered another member of NSW’s finest was waiting to ensure we made it safely to the  
rendezvous.  All five bikes made it without incident; we proceeded down to the Bay where we  
indulged in lunch.  

Our trip home started with an interesting fuel stop at the Shell, Batehaven.  
Let’s just say that the console operator was number  challenged when 
charging for fuel, a very interesting experience to say the least.  There was 
some traffic on the return leg, nothing  unusual apart from normal tin top 
behaviour.  We left two of our party in Braidwood to indulge in the delights 
of the Braidwood Bakery and the rest of us parted ways and headed back to 
our respective abodes.  It was a great day out with good riding company. 

2013 SHERCO Australian Women’s (Moto-trials) Cup. 

Saturday April 27 will see the best women trials riders in Australia compete for the 12th Women’s Cup at 
Fairbairn park complex – Pialligo Road. This is a pinnacle event for female trials riders in Australia. 
The event is free for spectators (no-dogs) and is family focussed (9am-4pm). The event will also have  
classes for the non-female competitors. In the May edition of Australian Dirt Bike, you can catch up on 
some of the antics of Kristie McKinnon #1 Australian female Trials and Enduro-X rider.  
See: http://www.sportingpulse.com/assoc_page.cgi?client=1-7729-0-0-0 
And http://www.facebook.com/events/623507117666890/  

Want to listen to music when you ride? 

 

Get Plugged is the Canberra agent for  

Earmould Australia.  

Contact Gaye on 0410057748 or via 

www.getplugged.com.au. 

 

Want to reduce fatigue when riding?  

http://www.sportingpulse.com/assoc_page.cgi?client=1-7729-0-0-0
http://www.facebook.com/events/623507117666890/
http://www.getplugged.com.au
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Capital Rally Report  

Pamela McCann 

 Friday we rocked up to Caloola Farm with trailers 
in tow carrying all the supplies for the weekend.  

Helen posted up all signs so no-one would get lost. 
Carl, Helen Kathleen and myself all arrived around 
the same time and unload the gear. Malcolm and 
Karen arrived to help out as well. We set up our 
tents then organised the Hub. By this time riders 
were starting to turn up.  

We had volunteers to help with dinner Friday night and enjoyed a few drinks with everyone. Being my first 
rally, I was amazed how friendly everyone was and the good humour and camaraderie around the fire.  
A mega amount of wood was supplied, ready for the fire, by the farm. 

Saturday morning dawned to a few hangovers and a quiet time was had by all. Malcolm manned 
the breakfast BBQ. By lunch, movement was abundant and more riders were turning up. More 
wood was trucked in by the farm owners with a few ‘lovely chaps’ assisting to collect it. 

Lunch was a smash and dinner was even better, thanks to some help from our volunteers. The fire was 
stoked up and a nice blaze was going in time for everyone to gather around again. I swear those stories 
were getting bigger and bolder as the night went on. Thanks to Steve for helping sharpen my wit. You gave 
me a run for my money (I refuse to admit you got me a few times). 

Sunday morning dawned and we were all up; getting brekkie done before packing it all up to head home. 
Kathleen cooked an awesome brekkie which was enjoyed by us mere mortals. A big thanks to Carl and 
everyone who helped us pack up. What an amazing weekend ... Who’s coming with me next year ? 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Social Ride 

Araluen - 21 April 2013 

  

Meet at the Caltex Service Station in Watson 
at 9:45 for 10:00 am departure. 

 

Bungendore for morning tea and conversation 

 

Araluen Valley Hotel for lunch  
and a refreshing drink 

A leisurely ride back to Canberra from the 
beautiful Araluen Valley. 

 

Approximately 220 kms total riding distance. 

Social Rides are held monthly on the 3rd Sunday of the month.  
These include three overnight trips. 

2013 Dates 
21 Apr 2013 - Day Ride to Araluen led Robyn Major 

18/19 May 2013 - Overnighter to Nowra led by Steve Robson 

16 Jun 2013 - Day Ride to Captains Flat or Crookwell (weather depending) led by Marilyn 

21 Jul 2013  - Day Ride to Captains Flat or Crookwell (weather depending ) led by Marilyn 

18 Aug 2013 - Day Ride to Wee Jasper (yes, there is a small amount of dirt road) led by Leen 

14/15 Sept 2013 - Overnighter to Jamberoo led by Robyn Major 

20 Oct 2013 - No Social Ride - Motorcycle Awareness Week / Phillip Island MotoGP 

16/17 Nov 2013 - Overnighter to Mallacoota led by Steve Robson 

15 Dec 2013 - No Social Ride - 33rd Toy Run and Christmas Party this weekend 
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If you are a returning rider 

 this course is for you; 

designed to refresh your skills!  

Course costs are subsidised by MRA ACT.  

For booking please contact Stay Upright on  

1300 366 640 or www.stayupright.com.au 

 

What is a Discovery Ride? 

The Discovery Rides are rides with a focus on skills building. They are for everyone, especially 

for new and returning riders to increase skills and confidence. 

The ride leaders are experienced in passing on their extensive knowledge to riders at all levels. 

For Learner Riders, there is often the opportunity to practice  

skills for the MOST test following the ride for that day. 

The group meets to discuss the individual focus of  

riders. The ride route is determined by the group,  

with the guidance of the ride leader. 

Experienced riders are encouraged to join the  

Discovery Rides as the more knowledge  and  

experience, the more everyone learns  and benefits! 

 

MRA ACT Discovery Rides 

http://www.stayupright.com.au


 

Page 8 

 

 

 

MOST Test  

Practice Areas 
 

The route will via Tarago, to Bundanoon for lunch at the pub. 

Leaving  Bundanoon toward Fitzroy Falls and Kangaroo Vallley 

before heading into 

Nowra. 

Accommodation is 

planned for the 

Riverhaven Motel.  

Rates are $90.00  

for a double / twin 

room; and $80.00 

for a single.  

Or, we can book the Guesthouse with multiple combination  

of rooms however the minimum charge is $660 + a charge  

for the wood fireplace (which is real cosy). We would need  

at least eight  people committed to attending by 27 April to 

book the Guesthouse. 

Saturday night will be dinner at The Postman’s Tavern an  

easy 15 minute walk from our accommodation. 

Up to recently, newly trained riders as well as experienced riders have been able to  
practice the mandatory slow riding, braking and tight turns in the grounds of EPIC. We are 
no longer able to do that due to EPIC’s strict insurance providers, as well as increased use 
of the facility. 

The MRA ACT has had discussions with both the  
General Manager of EPIC as well at representatives of 
ACT Government, and it is our intention to take this 
further to achieve a result that is satisfactory to riders 
who must practice their skills.   

We need your assistance to identify spaces that are well sealed, empty on the weekends, 
safe, level, well lit, accessible and preferably owned by the ACT Government, although we 
need good privately owned spaces identified as possible practice areas as well. We’ll build 
the list and review the spaces and come up with a short list to use for negotiation. Some  
suggestions have been what used to be Watson High School, CIT Fyshwick etc. 

Email committee@mraact.org.au with your recommendations. 

In the meantime the long stay car park in Queanbeyan can be used.  

Advance Notice - Overnight Social Ride - Nowra  
led by Steve Robson 

18 - 19 May 2013 

mailto:committee@mraact.org.au?subject=Potential%20MOST%20Practice%20Areas
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

2013 Blanket Run 

 Yes, it’s coming around quickly! 

Planning is well underway for this year’s 

The route will be the same as last year out to King’s Park at the Carillon. 
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MRA ACT  Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Discovery Ride - meet at Robbo's Harley Davidson in Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is tailored to 
the needs of the group . It introduces new and returning riders to group riding with no pressure and promotes 
road craft and rider safety. 

Social Rides 

 21 April - led by Robyn to Araluen - Caltex Watson 9:45 for 10:00 am departure 

 18/19 May - Overnighter led by Steve to Nowra - Caltex Watson 9:45 for 10:00 am departure,  
 

 16 June - led by Marilyn to Captains Flat - Caltex Watson 10:15 for 10:30 am departure, 

Major Event 

 11 May - BLANKET RUN - OPH 8:30 for 10:00 am departure.  Coffee will be available as usual. Coffee van also 
available at Kings Park 

Social Night 

 28 June - Queanbeyan Golf Club    Events of interest on the following page 
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Events of Interest 

26 - 28 April 2013 

lakest@ozemail.com.au 

3 - 11 May 2013 

www.freewebs.com/longride2010/  

10 - 12 May 2013 

lynneandjim@grapevine.com.au 

13 - 14 July 2013 

 ken_lisa@bigpond.net.au  

http://www.blackdogride.com.au
http://www.blackdogride.com.au
mailto:lynneandjim@grapevine.com.au?subject=2013%20Loaded%20Dog%20Rally

