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President’s Report - Leen Parsons 

Well the past week or so has not gone quite to plan. I had hoped to provide 
the newsletter prior to the Blanket Run last weekend. And to top it all off,  
I had a close encounter with the bitumen which was less than a thrilling. 

Once again the Blanket Run was a great event. We could not have asked for 
better weather. There is a report and some photos on page 3 And, Trish 
thank you. You had all the anxiety awaiting confirmation of the relevant  
approvals. Without all the behind the scenes work of Trish Holdsworth with 
the Blanket Run, the Toy Run and now the Pink Ribbon Ride, as well as the 
website, I’m not too sure where we would be as a committee. 
Thank you Trish and your team of helpers.  

There has been ongoing conversation within the Australian Motorcycle 
Council (AMC) regarding the possibility of front number plates for in Victoria. 
Would the Victorian Government really consider going backwards?   

In NSW the prospect of lane filtering is looking more likely. See the article 
from the Sydney Morning Herald on page 5. 

There has been two helmet recalls in the last month which has probably  
triggered by a recent death in South Australia. The AMC has been doing a lot 
of research into helmet standards with the intention to have Australian 
standards reviewed. 

In our own jurisdiction, MLA Shane Rattenbury has called for an inquiry to 
protect vulnerable road users which has the full support of the Legislative 
Assembly, see the media release on page 6.  

It is also likely that there could be a review of the fee structure motorcycle 
registrations - watch this space. 

Front Number Plates - Really? 

Editorial by Leen Parsons 

Hard to believe, I know. The issue of front number plates is still being waged 
in Victoria. And why? 

Apparently the concern at the time of introducing cameras in Victoria was to 
capture the prime movers of semi trailers as the distribution companies 
could not satisfactorily track the trailers to a specific date, time and vehicle. 
Motorcycles were a lesser issue.  It seems now motorcycles are a bigger is-
sue. In other states they use a mixture of front and rear facing cameras.  

Why can’t they employee the same methods in Victoria? 

Front number plates were removed as a danger in the 1970’s and now 40 
years later they want to revert…  
Is it Victoria by name and Victorian by nature! 
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Committee Reports 

Snr Vice President’s Report - Jen Woods 

I was away for about 2 ½ weeks since the last newsletter so when Leen  
reminded me I needed to provide a report, my first reaction was “about what?” 

When you are out there riding (I went to Maryborough, taking all the back roads 
there and back), you get the chance to just consider stuff – all the big and little 
stuff. About what’s important – or not, and sorting through all those random 
thoughts.  I guess that’s not helpful in framing my report, but it was a great break 
away. Anyway… back to it. 

The roads (those back roads) are not so good, and that means you have to ride 
with a bit more concentration than normal. In fact one of the roads was a goat 
track, I’ll swear – and me on the Vstar and not a tractor. It was grim at the time 
but will morph to a good story later on. 

The annual Blanket Run was last Saturday and I’ve been looking forward to it – it’s 
such a great opportunity to give to those in our community with less. And a great  
opportunity to catch up with all you other riders.  

We continue to work with ACT Government about providing suitable rider  
practice areas – and thanks to those riders who have also made contact with ACT 
Government about this issue. 

Ride Safe 

 
Vice President’s Report - David Ault  

 

David is overseas this month. While we have been in contact his focus is  

understandably elsewhere. We look forward to hearing from him next issue. 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

2013 Blanket Run 

 The 11 May 2013 saw weather turned on beautifully for us, we could not have asked for better! 

The bikes rolled in and 

we even had the  

Canberra Centenary 

mascot Skywhale pass 

by overhead. 

With our ACT Policing escort we headed out from Old Parliament House, on our usual route toward 

Woden, back to State Circle and Kings Ave to Kings Park. Once again, the as the bikes came along Kings 

Ave and over the bridge, it made for an impressive sight and sound! With about 250 riders and pillions 

we were able to present the Salvation Army with more than $1,800.00 in cash and about the same in 

blankets and goods. 

The trophy for the club with 

the largest attendance,  

sponsored by the Canberra 

Motorcycle Centre went to 

Canberra Riders.  

 

 

 

The certificate for the Corporate Challenge was again won by the Defence Riders. 

A good effort given many of the riders were off on the 2013 Long Ride for the 

Prostate Cancer Foundation Australia. 

Of course, it’s not about winning rather it’s about giving something back into our community! 

MRA ACT holds Social Nights throughout the year.  

Future dates and locations for this year are:  

  28 June 2013 - Queanbeyan 

27 September 2013 - Dickson 

MRA ACT Christmas Party in December to be advised. 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Araluen Valley Social Ride Report 

Rob Masters 

 It was a clear and sunny Sunday morning, cool but not too cold, that saw us meet up at the Caltex service 
station outside of EPIC for the April social ride. Turning up I saw a lot of familiar faces and some new 
ones; always great to meet new people who share the passion.  

All up a decent turn out with a mix of rides and riders: Robyn (GS1250) 
our ride leader for the day, Peter (BMW 1600GT), Leen (CBR1100XX), 
Rob (ZX14), Carl (CB1300), Pam (250 Comet), Steve (ST1300), Garry 
(VFR1200), Gordon & Trish (Indian Scout 1440), Jon (Bandit 1250) and 
John M (SV650). It was quite interesting seeing G&Ts Indian as Indians 
are not so common around these parts – definitely the most unique 
ride of the day. It was also interesting hearing the horror story of  
bringing an overseas bike into Oz and getting ADR compliance. 

Eventually the time came to prepare to ride off to the Araluen pub for lunch. Robyn outlined the route 
and the corner marking system – a well proven way to get all the riders from A to B. 

Trish & Gordon graciously took the job of Tail End Charlie and off we headed - Up the Federal Hwy and 
down the Bungendore Road then out to Tarago – first meet up point. We were making great time so we 
decided to go to Araluen “the long way round” - out towards Goulburn, then back through Bungonia, 
Braidwood and Araluen. 

Now it so happens that as I marked a corner Pete waves me on… that's odd. Shouldn't there be more 
riders? As it happens the group split in two, with some riders taking a more leisurely and shorter ride to 
Araluen, whilst Robyn, Pete, myself, Garry, Jon, Steve and John took the longer route – a fair trip of 
around 240'ish KM. At Braidwood we stopped for fuel… Oh no… two more riders had disappeared! It 
seems that Jon and John had pulled off early leaving a much smaller group heading to Araluen. 

With a nice full tank of fuel (yep my bike guzzles the stuff) we did 
the relatively short trip out to Araluen. A pleasant ride through 
green valleys with some nice twisty roads – somewhat covered in 
cow poop. Upon arriving at the pub we met up with the rest of the 
gang and a good lunch was had by all. The food was good but did 
take some time. After a feed, a yarn and a drink we headed back to 
Canberra via Braidwood and Bungendore. A stop at Bungendore for 
coffee and a chat break before we headed back home. 

All up a great ride with great people, great roads and good food. Looking forward to the Nowra ride next! 

Want to hear the speakers  

in your helmet clearer?  

 

Get Plugged is the Canberra agent for  

Earmould Australia.  

Contact Gaye on 0410057748 or via 

www.getplugged.com.au. 

 

Want to reduce fatigue when riding?  

http://www.getplugged.com.au
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Open speed limits for Territory? 

http://news.drive.com.au/drive/motor-news/open-speed-limits-for-territory-20130508-2j6zy.html#poll 

 
The Northern Territory could soon return to having 
open speed limits on remote sections of highway 
after its road toll failed to drop at the same pace as 
the rest of Australia. 

Northern Territory chief minister Adam Giles is  
reviewing speed limits on the Stuart, Victoria and 
Barkly Highways as part of a pre-election promise. 
Giles has already flagged likely increases to the 
speed limit on selected sections of highway, and is 
expected to announce his decision shortly after  
delivering next week's Territory budget. 

Open speed limits were abolished by the former Territory Labor Government in 2006 and replaced by a 
maximum limit of 130km/h. 

In the six years since, more people have died on Northern Territory roads (307) than in the six years  
before the change (292). 

Fatalities on the Stuart, Victoria and Barkly Highways have almost halved since speed limits were  
introduced, from 62 to 32, but the statistics show that the drop is more to do with fewer drink-drivers 
and the increased use of seatbelts by Territory drivers. The number of speed-related deaths droppped 
from six to four, while the number of alcohol-related deaths dropped from 22 to eight and the seatbelt-
related deaths dropped from 19 to nine.  

While the Territory road toll has increased in the six years since the introduction of speed limits, the  
Australian road toll for the corresponding period has reduced by 14.3 per cent (or 1414 people). 

Giles said the government was assessing the findings of three separate investigation reports before it 
made a decision. 

“I have consistently stated that any review of speed limits will be evidence based,” he said. 

“The priority goal is to balance having effective and efficient speed limits in place with road safety for all 
road users. 

“The current investigation is based on crash data, road features (width and rutting) and operating  
characteristics dependant on engineering design of road sections.” 

The report goes on to say... 

In NSW, authorities say speed is the biggest contributor to the state’s road toll. However, as with the rest 
of Australia, their definition of speeding does not relate to the speed limit but “inappropriate speed for 
the conditions”, among other factors. 

In Australia there are no statistics on how many fatalities are caused by motorists exceeding the speed 
limit. 

“Excessive speed is straightforward, however, there are often cases where a vehicle is travelling below 
the posted speed limit, but the speed is deemed inappropriate for the conditions,” the general manager 
of the NSW Centre for Road Safety, Marg Prendergast, told Fairfax. 

University of NSW Professor Mike Regan said inattention was “the biggest contributing factor we know of 
for crashes”, and that crash analysts oversimplified the role of speeding. 

“Often speed is coded as the causal factor but if you think about it more laterally it could be that a  
person was distracted and as a coincidence they went over the speed limit,” Professor Regan said. 

See the full article on the web address above. 

http://news.drive.com.au/drive/motor-news/open-speed-limits-for-territory-20130508-2j6zy.html#poll
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Sydney’s latest peak-hour solution 

http://smh.drive.com.au/motor-news/sydneys-latest-peakhour-solution-20130503-2ixu3.html 

 
Lane filtering – that oft-used technique employed by motorcyclists to skip stationary intersection queues 
– could soon be made legal in NSW if findings from a two-month trial deem the practice safe. 

An Australian-first lane filtering trial concluded in Sydney this week. Police, the NSW Government and 
motorcycle group representatives will now delve into the results before delivering their findings later this 
year. 

The study’s key stakeholders will analyse whether lane-filtering motorcyclists improved traffic flow in and 
around Walsh Bay, Circular Quay and Hyde Park without jeopardising their own safety. 

Lane filtering is illegal in NSW and other Australian states and attracts fines and demerit points. During 
the trial, riders were exempt from the laws, meaning they could lane-filter between stationary vehicles. 

A spokeswoman for Roads and Maritimes Services said findings from 
the trial would be handed down later this year, followed by a decision 
on whether the practice should be made legal. 

“A range of methods including video cameras were used to collect data 
to see whether lane filtering improves traffic flow without jeopardising 
safety,” she said.  

“All data collected during the trial is currently being analysed and the findings for the motorcycle lane 
filtering trial will not be known until later this year.” 

The spokeswoman said rules on lane splitting – performed by motorcyclists between moving vehicles in 
traffic – were less flexible and wouldn’t be subject to change. 

 “The trial was for lane filtering not lane splitting – they are two very different things,” she said. 

“Now that the trial is over, both lane filtering and lane splitting are not allowed on NSW roads. 

 “No changes to existing road rules will be considered until there is strong evidence that motorcycle lane 
filtering is safe and reduces congestion.” 

Helmet Recalls 

Bulk Bikes—Kylin XR-205 Motorcycle Helmet 

PRA number: 2013/13558 Date published: 28th April 2013   
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1047285 

 

Monza Imports Australia—KBC VR-1X Motorcycle Helmet 

PRA number: 2013/13569 Date published: 7th May 2013  

http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1047524 

Accredited companies 

Accredited companies that certify motorcycle 
helmets can be found on the JAS-ANZ website.  

As of October 2010, there are four JAS-ANZ  
accredited bodies that can certify motorcycle 
helmets to comply with AS/NZS 1698. 

http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1047524
http://www.jas-anz.com.au/index.php
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Greens call for inquiry to protect  

‘vulnerable road users’ 

 
9 May 2013  

 ACT Greens Member for Molonglo, Shane Rattenbury, will today call on the ACT Legislative  

Assembly to establish a Committee inquiry to investigate the ACT’s approach to vulnerable road 

users. 

 “The term ‘vulnerable road users’ refers to people who are most at risk in traffic, and who are 

the weaker party in a collision. Essentially this means road users who are not protected by a 

hard metal shell. It includes pedestrians, pedal cyclists, as well as motorcyclists. 

 “These forms of transport are the ones we want to encourage more in Canberra, as we grow 

into a more sustainable, active and hopefully less-congested city. 

 “Unfortunately vulnerable road users still face disproportionate rates of injury on our roads. In 

the ACT in 2012, 4 pedestrians, 1 cyclist and 3 motorcyclists were killed. 3 motor vehicle drivers 

were killed. While 8% of all motor vehicle crashes involved injury, 57% of crashes involving  

bicycles were injury crashes. 

 “There are interesting and successful advancements being made all over the world, as well as a 

growing expertise in best-practice policies for vulnerable road users. The ACT Inquiry will  

provide opportunities for us to harness these new ideas and recommend improvements for our 

city.    

 “At a minimum I’d like to see this concept of ‘vulnerable road users’ entrenched in Canberra’s 

road transport system and recognised in the way we plan and design our city. I’ve also  

suggested that all drivers should complete training on vulnerable road users in order to obtain 

their provisional drivers licence. The Committee can consider these initiatives.  

 “I think we’re well on the way to creating an environment 

where it’s safe and comfortable for these vulnerable road users 

to travel around Canberra, but there is a lot of good work we 

can still do.  

 If change occurs at the rate envisioned in the Transport for  

Canberra Plan, the ACT will have an annual increase of 444 new 

walkers, 647 new cyclists, and 1306 public transport users. Now 

is an ideal time to review and amend the ACT’s road transport 

system to ensure we facilitate and protecting this significant  

increase in vulnerable road users,” Mr Rattenbury concluded.  
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2011 Snowy Ride 

  

 

 

 

Social Rides are held monthly on the 3rd Sunday of the month.  
These include three overnight trips. 

2013 Dates 
18/19 May 2013 - Overnighter to Nowra led by Steve Robson 

16 Jun 2013 - Day Ride to Captains Flat or Crookwell (weather depending) led by Marilyn 

21 Jul 2013  - Day Ride to Captains Flat or Crookwell (weather depending ) led by Marilyn 

18 Aug 2013 - Day Ride to Wee Jasper (yes, there is a small amount of dirt road) led by Leen 

14/15 Sept 2013 - Overnighter to Jamberoo led by Robyn Major 

20 Oct 2013 - No Social Ride - Motorcycle Awareness Week / Phillip Island MotoGP 

16/17 Nov 2013 - Overnighter to Mallacoota led by Steve Robson 

15 Dec 2013 - No Social Ride - 33rd Toy Run and Christmas Party this weekend 

Meet at the Caltex Service Station in Watson at 
9:45 for 10:00 am departure. 

The route will via 

Tarago, to  

Bundanoon for lunch 

at the pub. Leaving  

Bundanoon toward 

Fitzroy Falls and  

Kangaroo Vallley  

before heading into Nowra. 

Accommodation is planned for the Riverhaven Motel.   

Rates are 

$90.00 for a 

double / twin 

room; and 

$80.00 for a 

single.  

Please book 

your own accommodation - 4421 2044. 

Saturday night dinner will be determined by the group within an easy 15 minute walk. 

There is the Postman’s Tavern, the Bridge Hotel and well written up Thai Restaurant. 

Please let Steve know if you’re participating on this ride - 0447 199 119 

Overnight Social Ride - Nowra  
led by Steve Robson 

18 - 19 May 2013 
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If you are a returning rider 

 this course is for you; 

designed to refresh your skills!  

Course costs are subsidised by MRA ACT.  

For booking please contact Stay Upright on  

1300 366 640 or www.stayupright.com.au 

 

What is a Discovery Ride? 

The Discovery Rides are rides with a focus on skills building. They are for everyone, especially 

for new and returning riders to increase skills and confidence. 

The ride leaders are experienced in passing on their extensive knowledge to riders at all levels. 

For Learner Riders, there is often the opportunity to practice  

skills for the MOST test following the ride for that day. 

The group meets to discuss the individual focus of  

riders. The ride route is determined by the group,  

with the guidance of the ride leader. 

Experienced riders are encouraged to join the  

Discovery Rides as the more knowledge  and  

experience, the more everyone learns  and benefits! 

 

MRA ACT Discovery Rides 

http://www.stayupright.com.au
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MRA ACT  Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Discovery Ride - meet at Robbo's Harley Davidson in Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is tailored to 
the needs of the group . It introduces new and returning riders to group riding with no pressure and promotes 
road craft and rider safety. 

Social Rides 

 18/19 May - Overnighter led by Steve to Nowra - Caltex Watson 9:45 for 10:00 am departure,  
 

 16 June - led by Marilyn to Captains Flat - Caltex Watson 10:15 for 10:30 am departure, 

 21 July - ACT Meander - Caltex Hume 10:15 for 10:30 am departure. This will be a social and leisurely cruise 
around our local area - Tharwa to Gold Creek 

Social Night 

 28 June - Queanbeyan Golf Club     

 

  Events of interest on the following page 
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Events of Interest 

13 - 14 July 2013 

 ken_lisa@bigpond.net.au  

MRA ACT Membership renewals are now due for 2013/2014 financial year.MRA ACT Membership renewals are now due for 2013/2014 financial year.MRA ACT Membership renewals are now due for 2013/2014 financial year.    

Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.    

Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.    

Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,    

   promotes motorcycling to the community, and promotes motorcycling to the community, and promotes motorcycling to the community, and    

lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.    

Come along and be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.Come along and be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.Come along and be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.    

www.mraact.org.au 

Is your club or groups event  

missing from here? 

 

MRA ACT has a broad distribution 

and we seek to support  

motorcycling clubs and groups. 

 

We are here for all riders,  

to promote motorcycling. 

 

Your city wide or regional events 

can be included in our newsletter. 

 

Email your flyer to  

committee@mraact.org.au 

http://www.mraact.org.au
mailto:committee@mraact.org.au?subject=The%20Inside%20Line

