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President’s Report - Leen Parsons 

A committee of interested people have begun working towards this 
year’s Motorcycle Awareness Week from 13 to 20 October 2013. 

The launch of Motorcycle Awareness Week will take place during 
BikeFest which will be held at EPIC on Sunday 13 Oct 2013.  

Joe Rider will be set on his way during the event for the Spot Joe 
Rider competition. You’ll also be able to register for the Pink Ribbon 
Ride which will be on Sunday 20 Oct 2013. 

No decision has been made on a mid-week event as yet.  

As usual, we will have Ride to Work Day on the Friday (18 Oct) and 
to encourage riders to be out and about the Bikers’ Breakfast will 
again be held on the East Lawns of King Edward Terrace. 

If you’d like to be part of the team organising the events, would like 
to volunteer to help out on the day, or have any ideas please contact 
comittee@mraact.org.au 

Over the next six weeks we have representatives travelling to Hobart 
to represent the ACT at the Australian Motorcycle Council AGM and 
on the National Road Safety Forum on Vulnerable Road Users that 
will match the four pillars of the National Road Safety Strategy of 
Safe Roads and Roadsides, Safe People, Safe Vehicle, and Safe Travel 
Speeds. 

At home in Canberra, I will be attending the ACT Road Safety Action 
Plan workshop with the ACT Government. 

On another note, I had an interesting conversation with an ACT rider 
regarding his experience riding suburban roads. He had a camera 
attached to his helmet and was amazed at the difference he saw in 
driver behavior on his daily commute. 

Riders don’t get seen by drivers because we are no a hazard to  
drivers; however the prospect of being caught by a camera doing 
something wrong or stupid is much more of a risk to drivers and sees 
them modify their behaviour! 

So, hi-vis is not the answer (as we all know) but maybe attaching a 
small camera to your help or your bike might improve you visibility! 

Life is a road; ride it! 

mailto:comittee@mraact.org.au?subject=Help%20out%20with%20Motorcycle%20Awareness%20Week
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Committee Reports 

Snr Vice President’s Report - Jen Woods 
 

An application to use the Futsal slab for rider practice has been sent to ACT  
Government. This requires a lease type arrangement however one of the  
conditions is that we provide Public Liability Insurance. We are not going to do 
that for two reasons  – not every rider who will use the rider practice area is a 
member of the MRA ACT, and the cost to the MRA ACT would be prohibitive. We 
have informed the ACT Government and await their response.  

StayUpright have offered to assist in painting the appropriate markings if we are 
required to do that and the proposal proceeds, however we have requested that 
ACT Government provide the markings. We will keep you informed, but please 
don’t hesitate to contact us at committee@mraact.org.au for an update. 

Updates on the Majura Parkway project are provided most nights on the  
Facebook page and the notification of the Night works is also on our website.  
I recently attended the Majura Parkway Project stakeholder meeting at the  
Fulton Hogan (the project manager for the project) site HQ.  

One of the presentations was for the multi- million dollar (government funded) 
shared pathway being provided for cyclists and pedestrians. And we have to 
clamber to get a small safe area suitable for the practice that is mandatory for a 
rider in order to pass his/her riding test. Go figure. 

Fulton Hogan are to be congratulated on their excellent information provided so 
regularly to community groups on this major project. 

The MRA ACT committee has been drafting  a response to the ACT Legislative 
Assembly’s  Inquiry into Vulnerable Road Users. If you would like to provide  
ideas or comments, please email them to the committee. 

A rider has been having difficulty in getting a response to a Fix My Road report 
submitted – this is for water continually seeping on Bowen Drive which could 
freeze and be a disaster. The MRA ACT will escalate that but please let us know if 
you are also having difficulties in getting a response to road issues raised on  
Canberra Connect’s website.  

 

 

Vice President’s Report - David Ault 

 
On my travels through Victoria, I got to chat with some Melbourne Police on se-
condment to the Albury and Wangaratta areas. They were emptying out the 
breather tubes from the previous evenings RBT. I asked them how many drivers 
returned positive... They replied that they are finding more drugged drivers than 
drunk drivers!! The drug culture must be a very active one with few heeding the 
consequences when combined with driving. Very sad state of affairs! 

David.... Time for a banner? -Doing drugs? DON'T drive! 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

  

 

 

 

Social Rides are held monthly on the 3rd Sunday of the month.  
These include three overnight trips. 

2013 Dates 
21 Jul 2013  - Day Ride, the ACT  Meander led by Steve 

18 Aug 2013 - Day Ride to Wee Jasper (yes, there is a small amount of dirt road) led by Leen 

14/15 Sept 2013 - Overnighter to Jamberoo led by Robyn Major 

20 Oct 2013 - No Social Ride - Motorcycle Awareness Week / Phillip Island MotoGP 

16/17 Nov 2013 - Overnighter to Mallacoota led by Steve Robson 

15 Dec 2013 - No Social Ride - 33rd Toy Run and Christmas Party this weekend 

Don’t let the coldest month of the year worry 
you, we are never going to be too far from 
home, even if the weather is closing in.  So put 
on those thermals and let’s ride and have a 
lunch together. 

Departing Hume and heading towards Cooma, 
turn off at last round-about heading to Tharwa. 
Through the Tharwa bends and onto Tidbinbilla 
Road, Paddy’s River Road, Brindabella Road, 
Uriarra Road, Coppins Crossing Rd, Coulter 
Drive and onto the George Harcourt Inn at Gold 
Creek. NB: George Harcourt Inn has good  
gravel parking. The route can be changed if 
weather is inhospitable. 

If possible, please RSVP on the Facebook event 
under MRA ACT if you intend to come. Other-
wise just turn up on the day. 

 

July Social Ride - ACT  Meander 

10:15 for 10:30 at Hume Servo, 21 July 2013  

June Social Ride and Social Dinner 
It would seem the colder weather deterred many people from venturing out in June for our 

social ride and dinner.  

It is reported that no-one arrived to the June Social Ride on 16 June. 

Four people turned up for dinner at the Queanbeyan Golf Club on 28 June. We chatted, had a 

few drinks eat Chinese food. A quiet and enjoyable evening. 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Articles of Interest from the Internet 

(for the full article see the website link included at the end of the article) 

 

An excerpt from the report on www.news.com.au  

 
And Transport Minister Anthony Albanese is a big fan of big bikes and cute scooters, today talking up 
their roles "in the transport ecology of our cities". 

"Scooters and commuter bikes now dominate sales growth. Twenty years ago, dealers in Australia 
were lucky to move 700 scooters in a year - these days they sell a 1000 a month," the minister said 
today. 

"And lightweight commuter bikes are usually the bestsellers among motorcycles." 

Mr Albanese pledged to maximise those benefits from motorbikes and to make two-wheeled travel  
easier for more people to take up. Already some 700,000 Australians have licences for motorcycles. 

"The other unarguable fact is that motorcycles and scooters are the most fuel-efficient motorised  
personal transport mode," Mr Albanese told a group of riders including MPs and members of the  
Australian Motorcycle Council. 

The full article can be read on: 
 http://www.news.com.au/national-news/anthony-albanese-sees-motorbike-and-scooter-riders-as-the-big-hope
-to-ease-city-traffic-congestion/story-fncynjr2-1226669743339#ixzz2YGWbt2KG 

MOTORCYCLE riders aren't all hairy marauders causing trouble.  
To the Government they are more likely to be two-wheeled  

benefactors adding to the quality of city life. 

Australian Motorcycle Council 4th Annual Federal Members and 

Senators Motorcycle Ride 
Minister Anthony Albanese’s speech on the forecourt of Parliament House on 25 June 2013 prior to the 
4th Annual Federal Members and Senators Motorcycle Ride. 

It's hardly news to any of the riders here today that you are part of a grand 
renaissance. 

No-one in Australia could have missed your growing presence on our  
highways, country lanes and suburban streets. 

Motorcycle and scooter road registrations bumped along at around two or 
three hundred thousand from the 1970s, and then took off like a Ducati in 
the early 2000s. 

They are still soaring, making motorcycles and scooters the most rapidly 
growing road vehicle sector by far. 

This surge in demand is forcing a major shift in how we look at bikes and 
scooters. 

A lot more people, including those responsible for transport policy, are now 

taking seriously the role motorcycles can play in transport, especially urban 

transport. 

For the full speech go to: 

http://www.minister.infrastructure.gov.au/aa/speeches/2013/AS15_2013.aspx 

http://www.news.com.au/national-news/anthony-albanese-sees-motorbike-and-scooter-riders-as-the-big-hope-to-ease-city-traffic-congestion/story-fncynjr2-1226669743339#ixzz2YGWbt2KG
http://www.news.com.au/national-news/anthony-albanese-sees-motorbike-and-scooter-riders-as-the-big-hope-to-ease-city-traffic-congestion/story-fncynjr2-1226669743339#ixzz2YGWbt2KG
http://www.minister.infrastructure.gov.au/aa/speeches/2013/AS15_2013.aspx


 

Page 5 

Want to take the noise  

out of the wind?  

 

Get Plugged is the Canberra agent for  

Earmould Australia.  

Contact Gaye on 0410057748 or via 

www.getplugged.com.au. 

 

Want to reduce fatigue when riding?  

 

 

MRA ACT Membership renewals are now due for 2013/2014 financial year.MRA ACT Membership renewals are now due for 2013/2014 financial year.MRA ACT Membership renewals are now due for 2013/2014 financial year.    

Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.    

Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.    

Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,Join and support the organisation that fights for your rights as a rider,    

   promotes motorcycling to the community, and promotes motorcycling to the community, and promotes motorcycling to the community, and    

lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.lobbies for better road and safety conditions for all riders.    

Come along and be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.Come along and be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.Come along and be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.    

www.mraact.org.au 

Study finds speech-to-text risks behind the wheel 
Posted: June 13, 2013 

WASHINGTON: Speech-to-text devices in new cars fail to overcome the well-known perils of 
hands-on texting while driving, a US study published Wednesday suggests. 

Developing standards for measuring cognitive distraction behind the wheel, University of Utah  
researchers wired the heads of 32 drivers with sensors, then gave them an array of tests in  
vehicle simulators and real automobiles. 

While the research is ongoing, early findings suggest that sending texts with a hands-free voice 
recognition system -- a feature in many new vehicles -- was more distractive than listening to 
the radio or conversing with passengers. 

"This clearly suggests that the adoption of voice-based systems in the vehicle may have unin-
tended  
consequences that adversely affect traffic safety," said 
the study, sponsored by the non-profit AAA Foundation. 

"Just because a new technology does not take the eyes 
off the road does not make it safe to be used while the 
vehicle is in motion." 

For more on this:  
http://www.geo.tv/GeoDetail.aspx?ID=105005 

http://www.getplugged.com.au
http://www.mraact.org.au
http://www.geo.tv/GeoDetail.aspx?ID=105005
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 

Articles of Interest from the Internet 

(for the full article see the website link included at the end of the article) 

 
Are motorcycle riders smarter? 
By Mark Hinchliffe July 5, 2013 

Riding a motorbike every day could be keeping 
you smart and preventing alzheimers. 
So says Dr Ryuta Kawashima, author of the  
Nintendo game Dr Kawashima’s Brain Training. 
He conducted a study at the University of Tokyo 
that found riders aged 40-50 had improved levels 
of cognitive function after riding their bikes daily 
to work for just two months. 
Cognitive function includes processing thoughts, 
memory and speech. 
His team believes the concentration required to 
operate a motorcycle’s various controls and even 
survive the daily rush hour increase brain  
function. 
Compare the complexity of the daily commute on 

a motorcycle to the levels of concentration  
required (or at least the levels of concentration 
most commuters use) in an automatic car. 
Kawashima says a car is “a comfortable machine 
which does not activate our brains”.  

http://motorbikewriter.com/2013/07/05/are-
motorcycle-riders-smarter/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Helmet Recall 

J & M Dixon—X1 Moto XR-
205 Motorcycle Helmet 

PRA number: 2013/13654 

Date published: 4th July 2013 

http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/

itemId/1049486 

New CTP providers in the ACT 

On Wednesday 19 June, ACT Chief Minister Katy Gallagher and Treasurer Andrew Barr announced that 
for the first time since 1979 Territory motorists will have a choice of providers for compulsory third par-
ty (CTP) insurance. 
Three insurers: AAMI, GIO and Apia (the Australian Pensioners Insurance Agency) have been granted li-

cences to offer CTP insurance to ACT motorists. The licences will become effective on 1 July 2013. There is 

currently only one provider of CTP in the ACT.  

“Today’s announcement is great news for Canberra motorists,” Treasurer Andrew Barr said. “Competition 

in our CTP market will bring the obvious benefit of choice. 

http://www.treasury.act.gov.au/compulsorytpi/ 

http://motorbikewriter.com/2013/07/05/are-motorcycle-riders-smarter/
http://motorbikewriter.com/author/hinchm2013/
http://motorbikewriter.com/2013/07/05/are-motorcycle-riders-smarter/
http://www.braintraining.com.au/
http://motorbikewriter.com/2013/07/05/are-motorcycle-riders-smarter/
http://motorbikewriter.com/2013/07/05/are-motorcycle-riders-smarter/
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1049486
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1049486
http://www.treasury.act.gov.au/compulsorytpi/
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If you are a returning rider 

 this course is for you; 

designed to refresh your skills!  

Course costs are subsidised by MRA ACT.  

For booking please contact Stay Upright on  

1300 366 640 or www.stayupright.com.au 

 

What is a Discovery Ride? 

The Discovery Rides are rides with a focus on skills building. They are for everyone, especially 

for new and returning riders to increase skills and confidence. 

The ride leaders are experienced in passing on their extensive knowledge to riders at all levels. 

For Learner Riders, there is often the opportunity to practice  

skills for the MOST test following the ride for that day. 

The group meets to discuss the individual focus of  

riders. The ride route is determined by the group,  

with the guidance of the ride leader. 

Experienced riders are encouraged to join the  

Discovery Rides as the more knowledge  and  

experience, the more everyone learns  and benefits! 

 

MRA ACT Discovery Rides 

http://www.stayupright.com.au
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MRA ACT  Activities 

  

Discovery Ride - meet at Robbo's Harley Davidson in Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is tailored to 
the needs of the group . It introduces new and returning riders to group riding with no pressure and promotes 
road craft and rider safety. 

Social Rides 

 21 July - led by Steve on the ACT Meander - Caltex Hume 10:15 for 10:30 am departure. This will be a social 
and leisurely cruise around our local area - Tharwa to Gold Creek 

 18 August - led by Leen to Wee Jasper - McDonalds car park Weston 9:45 for 10:00 am departure. There are 
two sections of dirt road.  

 14/15 September - led by Robyn - details next month 

Social Night 

 27 September - Firestone Dickson     

 

  Events of interest on the following page 
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Events of Interest 

13 - 14 July 2013 

 ken_lisa@bigpond.net.au  

13-15 September 2013 

 www.bikersaustralia.com.au  

25th - 27th October 2013  

 http://groupspaces.com/thunderrally 

auntymal@live.com.au  

10 - 11 August 2013 

 http://www.bmwmccact.org.au 


