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President’s Report - Steve Robson 

Welcome to the start of the new calendar year. I trust you had a safe and 
happy Christmas break and are looking forward to what the New Year holds. 

The committee took a well-earned holiday over the Christmas / New Year 
period to recover from some of the marvellous events that we held and  
participated in during the year. 

The most notable event was the 2013 Toy Run, what an amazing turn-out 
with approximately 1,000 bikes in attendance. The feedback on this event 
highlighted that the new location was a real hit and everyone preferred the 
slightly longer route. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to attend the Toy Run for 
the first time in many years as I was ill and unable to ride, walk or talk, some 
might say that was a blessing. 

I would like to thank the committee and volunteers that helped organise and 
run this event, in particular, Trish Holdsworth as the project lead, for her  
fantastic job in organising this, also to Peter Major for being the front-man 
and herding the masses the way that only Peter can. 

Some of the other changes we’ve made this New Year are, the committee 
now have MRAACT baseball caps, Bucket Hats and shirts. The shirts for  
committee members have their names, website and their committee  
position for wearing at events to make it easier for caterers, police etc. to 
identify the people to whom they need to talk. All committee members  
purchased these at their own expense as a trial. If you would like to purchase 
any of these items please contact the committee with your request and we’ll 
organise it for you. More details about purchasing gear is in the newsletter. 

On Sunday 26 January 2014 a number of MRA members, along with mem-
bers of the Ducati Club, Ulysses Club, Rebels, Gypsy Jokers and many others 
all came together for the common cause, to protest against the QLD  
Government’s Vicious Lawless Association Disestablishment (VLAD) Laws  
relating to bikies. There is enough evidence now to show that these  
ant-association laws are victimising law abiding citizens within the  
motorcycling community and we joined with other members of our  
motorcycling community to have these laws overturned. 

There was a relatively good turn-out for this protest ride that started at Eagle 
Hawk, which proceeded to the War Memorial via Majura Road where we 
congregated before heading off to Old Parliament House for speeches.  
Unfortunately there wasn’t enough “prior notice” given for us to organise a 
larger ACT contingent but there were plenty of bikes and people there from 
all over the country to make our concerns known. We will keep you informed 
on developments as they arise. 

I think that’s about enough from me except to say that I hope to see you at 
our events, rides and especially our monthly meeting. Come along, hear 
what’s happening and have a say in what matters to you. 
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Committee Reports 

Snr Vice President’s Report - Jen Woods 

Welcome back; hope all you riders and families had a relaxing and happy break 
over Christmas.  

Stay Upright will be running the next Masters Course on 16th March – here is the 
web link to make a booking. The MASTERS course is targeted to returning riders, or 
those who simply haven’t ridden for a while and need a refresher. The feedback 
from this course is consistently positive and I’d encourage you to take it – or en-
courage someone who’s just coming back to riding, to do it. 

http://www.stayupright.com.au/masters-course 

The Australian Motorcycle Council needs support from us all to provide sufficient 
funds for the fight against the draconian new laws introduced in Queensland. 
Please consider making a donation – these new laws affect us all and the only way 
to beat them is the High Court challenge. If you feel strongly about this, please 
support the AMC fighting fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the Christmas break, we contacted the National Capital Authority to seek  
assurance that when the new infrastructure is in place for paid parking, they also 
ensure there is enough motorcycle parking. I was assured that they will be  
monitoring the parking areas closely, they understand that there is an increasing 
number of riders commuting every day by bike and scooter, and certainly  
appeared willing to ensure that riders are not disadvantaged. We will see. 

It’s been good to see an increase in people who have liked our Facebook page – if 
you haven’t please join our group – you’ll need to search for the MRA ACT group. 

I’m a bit over this hot weather – not that I’m ready for winter just yet! I hope you 
are coping OK with it. Make sure you keep cool and be diligent about drinking 
plenty of water on your rides. Unfortunately it’s too easy to become dehydrated 
on a motorcycle and not realise it until you pull over. If you feel thirsty that means 
you are already dehydrated which can have a huge effect on your concentration, 
riding ability and decision making skills. So always carry water with you either in a 
camel back hydration pack or bottled water and remember to stop for regularly 
water breaks. 

Take it easy out there. 
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Executive Committee Reports 

Vice President’s Report - Peter Major 

A quiet months with a good discovery and some discussions on parking.  

Discovery Ride 

We had 9 riders including two learners but unfortunately the low speed practice was cancelled as the 

temperature was getting too high and a number of riders were suffering from the heat.  Please remember 

you MUST CARRY WATER at all times when riding in hot weather.  Not in a BOTTLE but on your back so 

you can regularly sip water and maintain hydration.  

Parking 

On another note, I met with Roads ACT about some more parking in Civic and after a long discussion I 

found that what we have in Moore Street at the Barry Drive end is about all we will get.  Unfortunately 

the new cycleway has removed some of the parking in Rudd street and now car, taxi, disabled and  

loading zones must be catered for in Moore.  The compromise was an expansion of Hobart Place parking 

to cater for more bikes and for a better layout.  The other parking was up behind the old NRMA building 

opposite the Cornucopia Bakery in Mort Street. We will be given expanded parking for an additional 3 

bike spaces. Roads ACT will look at other spots around the CBD where unusable car spots maybe usable 

for motorcycles. 

The shirts with the MRA logo and your name (if you wish)  

embroidered on the front and the MRA ACT . 

website address embroidered on the back cost $40 each. 

Sizes and measurements are below to help you select the  

correct size. 

Also available are MRA Baseball Caps and MRA Bucket Hats 

for $20 each. 

Contact committee@mraact.org.au or come along to our 

meeting on the second Tuesday of the month. 

 

MRA ACT Shirts, Hats and Caps 

mailto:committee@mraact.org.au?subject=MRA%20ACT%20Shirts%20and%20Hats


 

Page 4 

 

Annual Motorcyclists’ Toy Run 2013 

 

On Saturday 14 December, over 1000 motorbike riders converged on Old Parliament House dressed 
for the festive season on decorated motorbikes toting toys, cash and food for charity.  

Riders and members of the general public gathered in the spacious car park 
for breakfast, conversation and last minute adjustments to costumes and 
decorations before the riders departed along Adelaide Avenue to Woden 
before sweeping back past Parliament House, across Commonwealth Bridge, 
along Parkes Way and across Kings Avenue Bridge before finishing back at 
Old Parliament House for speeches, donations and prize giving.  

The Salvation Army and St John’s Care were on hand to receive food, cash 
and a colourful mountain of toys, including numerous charmingly windblown 
teddies that rode pillion. 

Using Old Parliament House as 
the base for the beginning and 
end of this charitable event 
could not be more appropri-
ate. The building is the peo-
ple’s place, a veritable town 
square. A place for people to 
congregate, discuss and be 
active citizens. The toy run 
brings together support for 
families in need at Christmas, 

the themes of active citizenship and community responsibility espoused in the museum and the long 
history of citizen action that surrounds this landmark building. 

The MRA ACT look forward to continued support with the 
Museum of Australian Democracy (OPH) 
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Capital Rally 2014 

 

Just as we were getting set to  

prepare for this year’s rally, I 

received notification that 

Caloola Farm was ceasing its 

accommodation operations 

from 28 January 2014. As you 

might imagine, that threw us a 

little. It is not easy to find 

somewhere within the ACT to 

hold the Capital Rally. We con-

sidered a number of sites, and 

in consultation with the ACT 

Office of Public Land Use, we 

can use Blue Range Hut in the 

ACT Forest. 

This site should be equally as 

suitable as Caloola Farm last 

year with some handy facilities 

such as a shed, and toilets. 

There is approx. 3 km of dirt 

road and many trails for those 

who like to explore the dirt 

trails there are a number of 

them in the area. 

For those who just want to 

hang out, socialise or relax it 

will meet your needs too! 

http://
www.ta

ms.a
ct.g

ov.au/p
arks-r

ecreation/

recreational_activities/c
amping_in_th

e_act/

blue_range_recreation_area 

http://www.tams.act.gov.au/parks-recreation/recreational_activities/camping_in_the_act/blue_range_recreation_area
http://www.tams.act.gov.au/parks-recreation/recreational_activities/camping_in_the_act/blue_range_recreation_area
http://www.tams.act.gov.au/parks-recreation/recreational_activities/camping_in_the_act/blue_range_recreation_area
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Members’ Classifieds 

Get Plugged  

Canberra’s agent for  

Earmould Australia.  

Contact 0410 057 748 or via 

www.getplugged.com.au. 

For Sale 

2009 Suzuki GS500F  

Learner Legal, fully serviced, 
very good condition.  

I have recently upgraded so 
needs to go. 

Comes with gear rack - no bag 

$5,600.00 

Contact Steve for more  
information 

stevest1300@bigpond.com  

Email committee@mraact.org.au  

to have your classified 

 included for free. 

Include: 
your name,  

membership number,  

contact number, 

ad detail, and 

an image if you have one 

http://www.getplugged.com.au
mailto:stevest1300@bigpond.com
mailto:committee@mraact.org.au?subject=Members'%20Classifieds
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MRA ACT  Activities and Other Events of Interest 

Discovery Ride - meet at Robbo's Harley Davidson in Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure.  
The ride is tailored to the needs of the group . It introduces new and returning riders to group riding 
with no pressure and promotes road craft and rider safety. 

Social Rides 

 February - Social Ride to be advised 

 March - Social Ride to be advised 

 April - Social Ride to be advised 

 

Events of interest on the following page   
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 
 

MRA ACT has a broad distribution and we 

seek to support  motorcycling clubs and 

groups in our region. 

Your city wide or regional events can be 

included in our newsletter. 

Email your flyer to  

committee@mraact.org.au 

Events of Interest 

3rd - 4th April  

Sapphire Coast Rally  

CANDELO NSW  

The Ulysses Sapphire Coast Branch invites you to 
the Inaugural Sapphire Coast Rally at Candelo 

Showgrounds, follow rally signs off  
Princes Highway, south of Bega. 

Rally is catered, BYO (no glass)  
showers and toilets, no cars, entertainment,  

novelty events, organised tour ride on Saturday 
morning, local Bush Dance Saturday night,  

local market Sunday.  
Entry fee $25  

(includes rally badge, limited number),  
or $30 at the gate.  

All inquiries to George Parker (02) 6493 2578 or 
0409464 836 elasomorph@hotmail.com 

mailto:committee@mraact.org.au?subject=The%20Inside%20Line
mailto:elasomorph@hotmail.com
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If you are a returning rider 

 this course is for you; 

designed to refresh your skills!  

Course costs are subsidised by MRA ACT.  

For booking please contact Stay Upright on  

1300 366 640 or www.stayupright.com.au 

 

What is a Discovery Ride? 

The Discovery Rides are rides with a focus on skills building. They are for everyone, especially 

for new and returning riders to increase skills and confidence. 

The ride leaders are experienced in passing on their extensive knowledge to riders at all levels. 

For Learner Riders, there is often the opportunity to practice  

skills for the MOST test following the ride for that day. 

The group meets to discuss the individual focus of  

riders. The ride route is determined by the group,  

with the guidance of the ride leader. 

Experienced riders are encouraged to join the  

Discovery Rides as the more knowledge  and  

experience, the more everyone learns  and benefits! 

 

MRA ACT Discovery Rides 

http://www.stayupright.com.au/stay-upright-act-0
http://www.stayupright.com.au

