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President’s Report - Steve Robson 

Welcome to the March Edition of the Inside Line newsletter. 

It is with much sadness that I announce the passing of two fellow ACT  

motorcyclists during the past month. Pam from the MRA ACT and Craig aka 

“Dids” from Canberra Riders were non-motorcycle related deaths and both 

will be missed dearly throughout the ACT motorcycle and broader  

community. A eulogy to both our colleagues is included in this newsletter.  

It’s great to see the weather changing to be more motorcycle friendly. We 

all understand how difficult it is to pull on that heavy jacket, gloves, boots 

and helmet when the temperature is in the high 30s and low 40s. I’m sure 

that we’ve all noticed at some time during this summer, motorcyclists riding 

to work without a protective jacket on. In fact I’ve seen too many of them 

riding to work wearing shorts, T-shirt and a helmet and nothing more. I  

realise I’m probably preaching to the converted but an accident in summer 

does as much damage as in winter, we don’t wear this safety gear to just 

keep us warm, we wear it to keep all our fingers, toes and skin intact  

regardless of the weather. It’s your choice, please choose wisely. 

Enough of the glum, we have made some changes this year that we want 

you to be aware of. Firstly you will have realised that the Inside Line  

newsletter comes out immediately after the MRA ACT general meeting. This 

is to ensure that you have the latest, up-to-date information on what’s  

happening in your club. Secondly we moved the dates of the social rides to 

avoid clashes with the Discovery Rides. These rides are identified in the 

attached calendar and now highlight the ride degree of difficulty so that you 

can determine if the ride is suitable to you. Please take the time to review 

these rides as there are some really interesting ones and we’d love to have 

you come along. 

The Blanket Run isn’t far away now and we’ve been talking to the good  

people at Old Parliament House to seek their support in having the Blanket 

Run start and finish at the House, as we did with last year’s Toy Run. This 

hasn’t been finalised as yet but we are hopeful this will be approved. 

That’s enough from me for now. 

Stay Upright, Stay Alert, Stay Safe  
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Executive Committee Reports 

Snr Vice President’s Report - Jen Woods 

It’s been a busy time and that looks set to continue. The submission for another 

two years of funding for the MASTERS course has been sent to the NRMA ACT Road 

Safety Trust, as has a submission for funding for promotion of the JOE Rider aware-

ness campaign, which is run during Motorcycle Awareness Week.  

I also requested that the NRMA ACT Road Safety Trust extend the funding in this 

existing funding round, to cover a final MASTERS course to be run in August.   

Thanks to Nicky Hussey who has been very supportive during this period, even 

though she was busy organising the National Scooter Rally. 

I met with Simon McAdie at Stay Upright prior to making the funding submissions, 

and Simon subsequently provided supporting documentation for the submission, 

which was great. Simon will also distribute the MRA ACT Discovery Ride flyers to 

new students 

I would like assistance to follow up with riders who have undertaken the MASTERS 

course in the past. This task is to contact the attendees who provided authorisation 

to do so, and gauge their perception of how the course changed their riding  

habits / improved their riding after having undertaken the MASTERS course. 

I attended the recent Black Spot Committee meeting  which looked at proposals for 

the funding for the year and reviewed the status of projects so far. This meeting is 

interesting, with the presentation of places that meet the criteria for the federally 

funded Black Spot program, and discussion about which of the recommended  

places will receive the funding. Senator Zed Zeselja also attended the meeting.   

Motorcycle Awareness Week - I have prepared a budget for Motorcycle Awareness 

Week and BikeFest 2014 for discussion by the committee. 

Ride Safe 
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Connect and Participate Expo 

 
YOUR MRA NEEDS YOU!   

VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT FOR THE INAUGURAL CONNECT & PARTICIPATE (CAP) EXPO 

What is it? 

The CAP EXPO is a community event organised by the ACT government that will showcase the range 

of opportunities available for Canberrans of all abilities and ages to join groups and build social con-

nections around common interests. A huge range of possibilities for connection and participation in 

the community will be at one location on one day; from sport and recreation groups, to art, craft, 

music, leisure, cultural, performing arts, hobby, social and ‘special interest’ groups. 

The Expo will open doors to new opportunities for all. 

People attending can participate in ‘Come and Try’ activities, or simply talk with personnel from a 

wide variety of groups, to determine whether the activities on display are ones they might be inter-

ested in. This will allow attendees to make informed decisions about groups they’d like to get in-

volved with, and provide them with immediate contacts and details about the groups’ requirements, 

and benefits of joining up. 

This is the first Expo of this kind to be held in Canberra, so come along a be part of the experience! 

When and where is it? 

When:  Saturday 29 March 2014,  

  11am – 4pm. 

Where:   Old Bus Depot Markets, 

21 Wentworth Avenue, Kingston. 

What are the MRA asking  

volunteers to do? 

Take a turn at the MRA information 

stall – even an hour of your time 

helps spread the workload! 

Take disadvantaged and disabled  

people for short rides – if you have a 

suitable bike / scooter and feel  

comfortable doing so. 

What to do next? 

If you’d like to help out, or would like 

to know more, please contact Nicky at  

secretary@mraact.org.au or 0419 363 949. Further info can also be found online: 

Website: http://www.bcsact.com.au/connect-and-participate-expo/ 

mailto:secretary@mraact.org.au?subject=CAP%20Expo
http://www.bcsact.com.au/connect-and-participate-expo/
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Motorcycle Lane Filtering to be Legalised in NSW  

to reduce traffic congestion, says Roads Minister Duncan Gay  

 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-02-27/motorcycle-lane-filtering-to-be-legal-in-nsw/5287440 

Updated Thu 27 Feb 2014, 11:30am AEDT  

Photo: The NSW Government says the changes will be safer for  

motorcyclists and ease congestion. (ABC News: Penny McLintock)  

Related Story: 40kph zone: Sydney CBD push for life in slow lane 

Map: Sydney 2000  

New South Wales motorcyclists will be the first in the country to be 

legally allowed to lane filter, driving between cars caught in traffic 

on multi-lane roads. 

The practice, also known as lane splitting, is common elsewhere in 

the world but Australian riders can currently be penalised by police. 

NSW Transport Minister Duncan Gay says the shift is part of a  

package of changes to ease road congestion and improve motorcycle safety. 

"We held a successful trial in Sydney CBD last year of motorcyclists being exempt from existing lane 

filtering laws in an attempt to ease road congestion and measure potential safety issues for other 

road users," he said. 

"As a result of the trial we will introduce a new law that will permit fully licensed motorcyclists to  

legally filter past stationary vehicles at intersections when it is safe to do so.  

"Riders will be able to filter at a speed limit of 30 kilometres per hour. It is important to note the new 

law will not apply to school zones during hours of operation where there might be an increase in  

pedestrian activity." 

Motorcyclists will still be banned from filtering around trucks and buses, from travelling left of cars in 

the kerbside lane and from travelling in breakdown lanes. 

A new offence will be created for riders who lane filter at speeds over 30kph. 

"Filtering at high speeds is dangerous and will increase the crash risk for motorcycle riders and other 

roads users, particularly cyclists and pedestrians," Mr Gay said. 

"The new rule changes will give us the opportunity to communicate with riders so they better  

understand the risks involved with lane filtering and educate them on safe filtering practice." 

Christopher Burns from the Motorcycle Council of NSW says riders are doing motorists a favour by 

lane filtering because it reduces traffic congestion. 

"Duncan Gay... should be applauded for this common sense move," he said. 

"The benefits of lane filtering have been internationally recognised as a solution to traffic congestion 

in built-up areas." 

Motorcyclists argue lane filtering is also safer for riders because it reduces the chances of them being 

rear-ended. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-02-27/motorcycle-lane-filtering-to-be-legal-in-nsw/5287440
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A ROAD WELL RIDDEN 

I was asked to include words about two riders who 
left us behind on a road we will all take eventually. 

Pamela McCann (aka Snuggle5) was an MRA ACT 
member and my dear friend. 

Pam’s riding career was short; she didn’t even get 
to ride her bike once getting off her P’s. Pam had 
battled with cancer for a number of years and was 
already fighting her final battle with cancer in  
hospital and hadn’t ridden for a number of months. 

Her support for her passion motorcycling, her 
friends and her family was evident in all she did.  

For example at BikeFest in October 2013, even 
though she really was not up to it, Pam came along 
to the event and shared her enthusiasm with all to 
whom she spoke.  

Pam passed away peacefully in her sleep on  
Sunday 2 March 2014. 

The other rider who left us this month is Craig (Dids) Dawson. Craig was a prominent and  
popular member of Canberra Riders. 

Craig’s passing was sudden and unexpected on Monday 3 March 2014 and a was a shock to all 
who knew him. 

Dids was well known as a person to call on for assistance; a person who had many passions of 
which motorcycle was one. Craig held ‘spanner days’ to pass on his mechanical knowledge and 
assist those who wanted to learn about doing more work on their own bikes. 

Both riders were in their mid forties and had touched the lives of many people. 

Both were escorted to 
the Norwood Park 
Crematorium with a 
cavalcade of riders. 

May both riders rest in 
peace. May all who 
knew them be  
comforted to know 
there is no more pain 
or suffering. May only 
good memories fill 
their you hearts. 

Let's hope the roads in 
heaven are long and 
winding, without  
restriction!  
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If you are a returning rider 

 this course is for you; 

designed to refresh your skills!  

Course costs are subsidised by MRA ACT.  

For booking please contact Stay Upright on  

1300 366 640 or www.stayupright.com.au 

 

The shirts with the MRA logo and your name (if you wish)  

embroidered on the front and the MRA ACT . 

website address embroidered on the back cost $40 each. 

Sizes and measurements are below to help you select the  

correct size. 

Also available are MRA Baseball Caps and MRA Bucket Hats 

for $20 each. 

Contact committee@mraact.org.au or come along to our 

meeting on the second Tuesday of the month. 

 

MRA ACT Shirts, Hats and Caps 

http://www.stayupright.com.au/stay-upright-act-0
http://www.stayupright.com.au
mailto:committee@mraact.org.au?subject=MRA%20ACT%20Shirts%20and%20Hats
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Capital Rally 2014 

 

Just as we were getting set to  

prepare for this year’s rally, I 

received notification that 

Caloola Farm was ceasing its 

accommodation operations 

from 28 January 2014. As you 

might imagine, that threw us a 

little. It is not easy to find 

somewhere within the ACT to 

hold the Capital Rally. We con-

sidered a number of sites, and 

in consultation with the ACT 

Office of Public Land Use, we 

can use Blue Range Hut in the 

ACT Forest. 

This site should be equally as 

suitable as Caloola Farm last 

year with some handy facilities 

such as a shed, and toilets. 

There is approx. 3 km of dirt 

road and many trails for those 

who like to explore the dirt 

trails there are a number of 

them in the area. 

For those who just want to 

hang out, socialise or relax it 

will meet your needs too! 

http://
www.ta

ms.a
ct.g

ov.au/p
arks-r

ecreation/

recreational_activities/c
amping_in_th

e_act/

blue_range_recreation_area 

http://www.tams.act.gov.au/parks-recreation/recreational_activities/camping_in_the_act/blue_range_recreation_area
http://www.tams.act.gov.au/parks-recreation/recreational_activities/camping_in_the_act/blue_range_recreation_area
http://www.tams.act.gov.au/parks-recreation/recreational_activities/camping_in_the_act/blue_range_recreation_area
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MRA ACT  Activities and Other Events of Interest 

Discovery Ride - meet at Robbos Harley-Davidson in Fyshwick at 09:30 for a 10:00 departure.  
The ride is tailored to the needs of the group . It introduces new and returning riders to group riding with no 
pressure and promotes road craft and rider safety. 

Social Rides 

 Sunday 13 April - Day Ride to Oberon - Easy to Medium - Meet at Caltex Watson 09:00 for 09:30 departure. 
Ride Leader Robyn Major 

 Sunday 19 May - Day Ride to Camden via Berrima, Buxton and Thirlemeere - Easy -  Meet at Caltex Watson 
09:00 for 09:30 departure. Ride Leader Robyn Major 

   

  Events of interest on the following page 
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 
 

Events of Interest 
4 - 6 April 2014 

Sapphire Coast Rally  

CANDELO NSW  

The Ulysses Sapphire Coast Branch invites you to 
the Inaugural Sapphire Coast Rally at Candelo 

Showgrounds, follow rally signs off  
Princes Highway, south of Bega. 

Rally is catered, BYO (no glass)  
showers and toilets, no cars, entertainment,  

novelty events, organised tour ride on Saturday 
morning, local Bush Dance Saturday night,  

local market Sunday.  
Entry fee $25  

(includes rally badge, limited number),  
or $30 at the gate.  

All inquiries to George Parker (02) 6493 2578 or 
0409464 836 elasomorph@hotmail.com 

mailto:elasomorph@hotmail.com
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