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Motorcycle Awareness week is due to start on the 18th October. The flyer is 
attached – please distribute. The flyers for the evening seminar run during 
Motorcycle Awareness Week by the ACT Chapter of the Australian Road 
Safety Council were distributed during the screening of “Why We Ride” at 
Manuka. (Thanks to CMC for organising the screening!!), and copies have 
been provided to all the MC groups for distribution. The registrations are 
going well and it should be a great turnout – bring your questions along for 
discussion because the theme and question for the evening is “Whose  
Responsibility Is It?” 

It’s good to have support of our local politicians – the MRA ACT appreciates 
that. The ACT Government response to the inquiry into vulnerable road  
users was initiated by the Greens  and although we recognise the support 
from all parties, Minister Rattenbury in his speech given  in response to the 
report, made these comments: “Sometimes motorcycle riders are  
overlooked – in general, but also people forget that they are a category of 
vulnerable road user. I’m pleased to note that this report takes several  
Initiatives that will help motorcycle riders. This includes a lane filtering trial 
and a review of license requirements. I want to emphasise though that  
several of the broader policy reforms – such as reviewing estate develop-
ment codes and the urban design hierarchy – need to be done with  
motorcyclists in mind, not just cyclists and pedestrians. I expect that this 
work will have good outcomes for motorcyclists.”   

Lane filtering  – there has reportedly been very little pushback from the  
community so that is good news. We anticipate a further meeting with JaCS 
and the stakeholder group to progress the implementation of the trial and 
associated education program, due to start 1 February.  

Government response to the Inquiry into Vulnerable Road Users. The MRA 
ACT expects to be involved in the planning for and implementation of the 
Recommendations that have been accepted, where the recommendations 
apply to the motorcycle community. If you haven’t seen the response, it’s 
here  http://www.justice.act.gov.au/news/view/1608   

The MRA ACT held its Annual General Meeting last month;  congratulations 
and thanks to Nicky Hussey for her re-election to Secretary, Mike Kelly for 
his re-election as Committee member, and to Leanne Patterson for putting 
her hand up for the role of Treasurer when a casual vacancy was declared. 
Leanne’s nomination to the committee will be ratified at the October 
meeting. The MRA ACT thanks and acknowledges the work done by former 
President Steve Robson and Trish Holdsworth as Treasurer. Thankfully, Trish 
has agreed to stay on in an ex-officio capacity as Projects Co-ordinator.  Leo 
Farrelly has agreed to keep his role as ex-officio Triathlon co-ordinator and 
we appreciate that.  

(continued) 

http://www.justice.act.gov.au/news/view/1608
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Executive Committee Reports 

President’s Report - Jen Woods (continued) 

Leanne had a very rapid introduction to the organisation of an event – the Bikers 
Breakfast which is part of the Motorcycle Awareness Week, and did a fantastic job 
with very little information available – well done. 

The website revamp is proceeding., thanks to Trish for working this through and to 
Rodney who is performing the actual upgrade. 

Nicky has been very active on our Facebook and providing a variety of interesting 
articles of interest to riders in Canberra – where appropriate these articles also get 
placed on the website by Trish. The Twitter account has been resurrected so 
please follow us @MRAACT  

The JOE Rider campaign is due to launch on 18th October with the start of  
Motorcycle Awareness Week. We need riders who can be JOE Rider – please let us 
know if you can wear a JOE vest and wear it for the week for this very important 
rider awareness campaign. The campaign is being supported by a radio and media 
campaign to encourage other road users to watch out for JOE.  

Majura Parkway Project – the stakeholders meeting is this coming week so I’ll  
report back to the committee on that.  

The MRA ACT was asked to  provide consultation / feedback to the ACT  
Government regarding MIS10 – Barriers, Fences and Guardrails Design Standard, 
and did so. The ACT Government is currently working through the Draft and the 
MRA ACT has been invited to be one of the stakeholders.   

A group of riders in Reid has approached the MRA ACT to request dedicated  
motorcycle parking in a ACT Government car park and a meeting is being held with 
a TaMS Representative on Tuesday.  

A student at University of Canberra approached the MRA ACT to ask for assistance 
– we were able to help him with a person to conduct an interview as part of his 
journalism degree.  

The 2013 Road Safety Report Card was tabled recently by Minister Corbell. A link 
to the report is below, for your information. 

http://cdn.justice.act.gov.au/resources/uploads/JACS/Attachment_A_-
_2013_Road_Safety_Report_Card.pdf 

Can you spare one day a month? 

MRAACT supports the motorcycling community  

with monthly rides to encourage and develop riders. 

Are you a confident and experienced rider  

who is willing to share your knowledge? 

If so, perhaps leading the Discovery Rides is for you! 

 

Support the Association that supports you. 

http://cdn.justice.act.gov.au/resources/uploads/JACS/Attachment_A_-_2013_Road_Safety_Report_Card.pdf
http://cdn.justice.act.gov.au/resources/uploads/JACS/Attachment_A_-_2013_Road_Safety_Report_Card.pdf
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Motorcycle Awareness Week in the ACT 2014 

 The objective of the Motorcycle Awareness Week in the long term is to make a difference to 
the safety and “visibility” of motorcyclists on ACT roads. We ask that other road users share 
the road, and watch out for riders, and likewise we remind motorcycle riders to assume  
responsibility for their own safety. 

Motorcycle Awareness Week organised by the Motorcycle Riders Association of the ACT 
(MRA ACT) involves the broader community to enhance awareness of motorcycles and  
motorcyclists, resulting in improved road safety outcomes for a defined group of vulnerable 
road users.   
In addition the Motorcycle Awareness Week allows motorcycling to be viewed as another 
form of sustainable transport that needs to be included in all transport plans. 

The week long campaign is hosted by the Motorcycle Riders Association of ACT. The event  
launches on Saturday 18thth October and the event will run all week, with a discussion  
evening organized by the ACT Chapter of the Australian College of Road Safety, themed 
around the question “Whose Responsibility Is It?” being held on Wednesday 22nd October 
from 6.30 to 9.00pm at the Canberra Southern Cross Club, Cnr Catchpole and Bowman 
Streets, Macquarie.  

 

The Bikers Breakfast and Ride to Work Day is on Friday 24th October,  
in front of Old Parliament House on King Edward Terrace from 7.00 to 9.00am. 

 

A pivotal event will be participation in the Pink Ribbon Ride on Saturday 25th October. 

 

Joe Rider returns to our roads during  
Motorcycle Awareness Week, with a  
community competition to focus on 
other road users seeing Joe – and 
thereby being aware of a motorbike 
rider.  
This “Spot Joe Rider” campaign will be 
launched Saturday 18th October. Rid-
ers wearing the JOE Rider vest will ride 
all week, during peak hour and other 
times of the day, from all points of Can-
berra, and members of the public are 
asked to keep an eye open for JOE and 
report in where he/she is “spotted”. All 
sightings should be logged to 
joe.rider@internode.on.net  

 

For further details, please contact: 

Jen Woods Mobile:0418 215 336  

Email:jenwoods@internode.on.net or to committee@mraact.org.au   

mailto:jenwoods@internode.on.net
mailto:committee@mraact.org.au
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2011 Snowy Ride 

 
 Social Ride Report 

Steve Robson 

Social Ride to Ulladulla on 3 August 2014. 
Well amazingly, it turned out to be a great day for this time of year, cool but comfortable. 
On the ride were Rob on his ZX1400, Audrey on her Z250, Ron on his top of the line Spider and me on my ST1300. 
OK, so maybe it was too cool for the naked Ducati. 
After enjoying a simple Macca's breakfast at Watson, we left at 10am for a leisurely ride to the coast, stopping 
briefly at Braidwood for a coffee. This truly was a a leisurely ride. 
We made it to Ulladulla at about 12:30 for fish and chips at the wharf beside the Harbour. 
After taking our time with lunch we headed south to Batemans bay where Ron left to join up with friends in the 
Bay before heading home. 
The ride up the hill was very enjoyable and uneventful for all of us, if you get my meaning. 
All in all, a nice easy ride with good friends. 
 

Well, despite various delays it has finally arrived. Pay parking in the parliamentary triangle 
was introduced on 1 October. At $12 per day I expect that a lot of current or even lapsed  
motorbike riders will be aiming to ride in to work as much as humanly possible!  

I understand from the motorbike shops that there has also been a rush of interest in motor-
bikes and scooters from triangle workers. I recently surveyed the new and consolidated  
motorbike parking in the area and it was great to see that more parking spaces have been 
provided. It will be interesting to see if it is actually enough but a thumbs up to the NCA for 
responding to our requests for additional parking. 

I have added the additional parking areas to the Canberra Motorbike Parking website which I 
maintain - www.canberramotorbikeparking.net. For those who are unfamiliar with this  
resource it features a Google map marked with 172 designated motorbike parks across  
Canberra. Each parking area is linked to basic details including a photograph, address, the 

number of spaces, whether you can lock up, fees (if applicable), information about how to get into the parking area and 
nearby 'permanent' features or facilities. On the website I also invite you 
to contact me with details of any new sites you find or news about park 
closures. Finally, I provide some tips and contacts on lobbying for new or 
improved motorbike parking – these might get a work out if the parking 
in the parliamentary triangle proves inadequate. 

Finally, a special bouquet to the University of Canberra who recently  
installed a 54 space motorbike parking area behind the library building. I 
believe this takes the prize as the second largest area in Canberra, just 
behind a 57 space area at the Russell offices. 

Safe parking, Kate  

Beat pay parking in the Parliamentary Triangle with Canberra Motorbike Parking website 

http://www.canberramotorbikeparking.net
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The AMC Annual Conference was held in Perth on Saturday 2 and Sunday 3rd August at the Royal  
Automobile Club WA (RACWA). Shaun Lennard, Chair of the Australian Motorcycle Council, opened the 
meeting, welcomed the members and acknowledged the RACWA for their sponsorship of the event and 
their collegiate arrangement. 

There were approximately 14 delegates attending the conference, representing Ride Awareness NT,  
Victorian Motorcycle Council, UMC Q, MRAQ, MRA ACT, MCC of NSW, Bikers Unlimited, Maurice  
Blackburn, MRA WA and of course the Ulysses Club.  

AMC Chair, Shaun Lennard presented a report on the work of the AMC as well as international matters.  
He commented that the year has been most challenging, and noted that since 2009 the AMC has been  
concerned about anti-association legislation. When the simple act of riding a motorcycle has been linked  
to criminal activity, it is time to act.  

Giving a summary of the National Road Safety Forum held in Canberra in September 2013, he said that 
there has never been a safer time to ride a motorbike in Australia but that does not mean we should  
become complacent.  It is important that the AMC remains apolitical when dealing with politicians at all 
levels.  

Shaun also noted that the AMC and member delegates need to push for a national approach for rider  
training. 

Marianne from the RAC WA, spoke to the members at the conference. She commented that road safety is 
different in every state and territory, and in her opinion it is not done well in Australia. The main focus is on 
cars. She said that a collaborative approach is what works best in WA. She commented that Dave Wright 
has been very good at taking the collaborative approach to achieve his objectives for motorcycle riders. 

Malcolm Cumming from Maurice Blackburn gave a short talk on the work of the company regarding  
advocacy for riders. They are planning several new campaigns for the immediate and longer term,  
including lane filtering and more of the SMIDSY campaign. We agreed with him when he said that we  
need to promote riding - and to share our passion with the broader community.  

Short reports were provided from the AMC Sub-committees, including ... 

Protective Clothing Sub Committee - Brian Wood, Eliza Tobin, Jen Woods - CE mark can be applied by the 
manufacturer but it needs to be clarified - most people purchasing CE marked clothing would not  
understand what it is indicating. MAA was pushing for the 5 Star rating. Need to understand what the 
ratings mean. Malcolm Cumming commented on the threat of contributory negligence to crashes and  
insurance claims but that this has not been proven. 

Road Rules Sub Committee - Peter Baulch - focus is on bums on seats, hands on grips and feet on foot pegs.  

Tourism Sub Committee - Tony Ellis, John Karmouche. Motorcycle Tourism seems to be mostly focussed 
around safety.  In Victoria there is no budget and Tony asked the delegates for ideas. 

Each delegate presented a report that summarised the activities undertaken since the previous  
conference, and The Minutes of this conference will be available on the AMC website. 

Discussion also centred around the necessity to engage and communicate effectively. Various members 
gave examples of effective communication. 

The MRA ACT report was well received.  

All of us there understood the power that consistent messaging and well articulated discussions at all  
levels empowers the group. Having State and territory representatives co-operating strengthens the whole 
council of members and continually improves it. 

Next years conference will be held in Canberra 

 

Australian Motorcycle Council Annual Conference 
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
Road Safety and Black Spot 

The MRA ACT committee provided a response to the ACT Legislative Assembly’s Inquiry into Vulnerable Road 
Users.  Maurice Blackburn Lawyers with whom we have a good relationship, in Canberra also provided a 
response.  Jen Woods was also invited to speak at one of the resulting public hearings.  An invitation to 
meet to discuss implementation of the recommendations from the inquiry was extended and Jen Woods 
will attend. 

The MRA ACT has also been consulted, and has provided feedback, on the ACT Government’s proposed lane 
filtering trial. The Minister has approved the recommended trial, to start in February 2015, and the MRA 
ACT will be an active participant on the stakeholder group.  There has been media interest in this and we 
have taken part in interviews with local radio stations, including a talk-back session by Steve Robson. 

The MRA ACT represented the Australian Motorcycle Council at a National Road Trauma Review workshop held 
by the Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics in Canberra. 

The MRA ACT participated in the following regular ACT Government consultation groups: 
Proposed Capital Metro Light Rail solution.  Majura Parkway stakeholder group. 
Motorcycle Users Group.     Road Users Group. 
Black Spot Committee.     ACT Road Safety Action Plan Workshops 

Other interaction with the ACT Government: 
Advocating for members who contacted us in frustration about the “Fix My Road” problem logging app 

on the Territory and Municipal Services (TaMS) website has seen good results. 
We still have no response despite our efforts regarding our application to use the Futsal slab for riders 

to practise the rider learner skills.  We will continue to press for a dedicated space for rider  
practice. 

Working with the Justice and Community Safety Directorate to include motorcycle awareness in the 
Road Ready program for children at school. 

Providing regular updates to the Justice and Community Safety Directorate. 
The MRA ACT has been involved with ACT Policing’s ‘Share the Road’ campaign, taking part in TV and 

radio interviews and providing input into content about motorcycles. 
The Minister for Territory and Municipal Services, Shane Rattenbury complemented the MRA ACT  

publicly at the Blanket Run for the quality of our submissions to government. 
The MRA ACT applied for and was awarded a grant of $10,000 by the NRMA - ACT Road Safety Trust to  

promote the Joe Rider Motorcycle Awareness Campaign. 
 
Communications 

Steve Robson has been corresponding with Nige, a breakfast DJ at FM104.7 who is learning to ride a motorbike, 
with the aim of getting some publicity for the MRA ACT, especially for its Discovery Rides. 

FaceBook and the website are kept up to date with information.  Facebook in particular has been very useful, 
and has been used to good effect by Jen Woods for regular updates on significant Majura Parkway  
roadwork changes affecting road users. 

A monthly newsletter and ad hoc communications are sent to a large email list, to promote activities and  
provide information to the rider and general community 

Radio and print media was used to promote the Rider Awareness campaign, Joe Rider during Motorcycle 
Awareness Week. 

 
Discovery Rides 

Rides were held each month except January. 
To introduce new and returning riders to group riding with no pressure and promotes road craft and rider  

safety.  The ride is tailored to the needs of the group. 
Attendance variable – quiet over the winter period. 
Agreement reached with StayUpright to promote the Discovery Rides to riders after they have passed their 

test. 

ANNUAL REPORT 

Motorcycle Riders Association of the ACT 

2013 - 2014 
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Social Rides 

These occurred regularly through the year. 
  
Social Events 

Several social dinners were held during the year. 
 
MASTERS Courses 

Courses were held on: 
10th November, 2013 (12 attendees), and 16th March, 2014 (10 attendees). 

Follow-up surveys were conducted with participants.  Feedback from past surveys has been universally  
positive. 

Meetings were held with StayUpright to discuss the MASTERS course. 
The MASTERS courses were promoted regularly through the year, to encourage returning riders to sign up. 
A new grant application was successful and the NRMA ACT Road Safety Trust awarded the MRA - ACT $8,800 

to run further MASTERS courses. 
 
Triathlon Support 

Change in project manager from David Ault to Leo Farrelly. 
Sufficient riders were found for most events (10 or so during the year). 

 
Webmaster 

A project was undertaken to build a new website, as the existing one was unstable and difficult to update, and 
also to give our public face a fresh look.  A proposal was accepted and the work is now in progress. 

QuarterMaster 
MRA ACT Polo Shirts were ordered by the Committee, to better promote the MRA ACT brand at events.  They 

are also available to members. 
MRA caps and bucket hats were also ordered during the year. 

 
Membership Secretary 

As at 30th June 2013, the MRA ACT had 130 members, plus 13 life members 
Membership renewals for 2014-15 have been slow. 
 

Public Officer 

All the requisite documents were lodged with the Office of Regulatory Services during the year. 
 
Major Events 

Motorcycle Awareness Week 2013 
A good event however a loss was made. 
Events held during week: 

Launch – VIPs:  
Andrew Leigh   Member for Fraser (ALP) 
Kate Lundy   Senator for the ACT 
Mary Porter (ALP)  Deputy Speaker 
Jeremy Hanson (Lib)  Leader of Opposition 
Alistair Coe (Lib)  Shadow Minister for Urban Services and Transport 
Shane Rattenbury (Greens) Minister for Territory and Municipal Services. 

There was a good turnout by community and the event was supported by the local press. 
Joe Rider Awareness Campaign (ACT Government assisted with promotion), also supported by 

local media 
BikeFest. 
Mid-week event – talk by road racing champion, Cameron Donald. 
Ride-to-work Day and Bikers’ Breakfast 
MotoGP live viewing. 

ANNUAL REPORT (continued) 
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Pink Ribbon Ride 2013 
Inaugural event – invited to take this over by the Girls on the Move. 
150 riders rode to Bungendore for a BBQ put on by the Bungendore Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade. 
Prizes donated by Canberra Motorcycle Centre, Eurotune Motorcycles, Joe’s Motorcycles. 
All monies raised went to the Breast Cancer Network Australia. 

Toy Run 2013 
New format introduced – the event was started and finished at Old Parliament House, to tie in with their 

Salvation Army Giving Tree unveiling – this capitalised on media opportunities. 
Largest turn-out of riders for some years – around 1,000. 
Provides good community engagement. 
Goods and toys were donated to the Salvation Army and money collected to St John’s Care. 
VIPs attending: 

Mary Porter (ALP) Deputy Speaker 
Alistair Coe (Liberal) Shadow Minister for Territory and Municipal Services and Transport. 

Capital Rally 2014 
There was a last-minute venue change for the second year in a row, outside our control, which meant 

numbers were down and a small loss was made. 
Blanket Run 2014 

A used motorcycle jacket collection was also included in the Blanket Run for the first time this year. 
The event also started and finished at Old Parliament House, as the recent Toy Run did.  This has 

proved popular with motorcyclists attending the runs, is less difficult logistically (PA and catering) 
and allows a longer, more interesting route to be ridden. 

Numbers attending were down on previous years – 150-175 – as there were competing events (Hog and 
Ulysses Club both had major events) and the weather forecast was not good. 

VIPs attending: 
Kate Lundy   Senator for the ACT 
Mary Porter (ALP)  Deputy Speaker 
Alistair Coe (Lib)  Shadow Minister for Transport 
Shane Rattenbury (Greens) Minister for Territory and Municipal Services. 
 

ANNUAL REPORT (continued) 
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Other Activities 

Attendance at Community Events 
The MRA ACT had a presence at the following events: 

Tuggeranong Festival 
Connect and Participate Expo at the Old Bus Depot Markets. 

Attendance at Other Events 
Jen Woods attended a Breakfast presentation by The Australasian New Car Assessment Program 

 (ANCAP), hosted by Australasian College of Road Safety (ACRS). Whilst this is not directly related to motor-
cycles, it is all part of the mix. 

Constitution Review 
A review of the association’s constitution to ensure it matched the current model rules commenced during 
year. 

Fund-raising 
A fund-raising BBQ was held at Canberra Motorcycle Centre as part of their sales promotion in November. 

Re-engagement with Local Clubs 
The President attended several club meetings (Canberra District Ducati Club, Canberra Swarm Scooter Club 
and others) to share information, plus seek support and feedback. 

Viscous Lawless Association Disestablishment Laws in Queensland 
The Australian Motorcycle Council requested support from all delegates to effectively provide funds for the 
fight against the draconian new laws introduced in Queensland. The MRA ACT supported that campaign by 
including the information in our newsletters, Facebook page and website. 

Amendment Request to the ACT Government - Road Rules 270 and 271 
The MRA ACT, along with other delegates of the Australian Motorcycle Council (AMC), forwarded a letter 
drafted by the AMC requesting support by the ACT Government for the amendment of the above.  These 
relate to wearing helmets even when a motorcycle is not travelling under its own power (e.g. when being 
pushed) and riders having to stay in their saddle with feet on the footpegs at all times (issues when riding 
over bumpy terrain or starting / stopping).  The ACT Attorney-General acknowledged our letter. 

Motorcycle Parking 
Footpath parking:  there have been on-going discussions with other stakeholders such as the Blind Society 
on this topic, with the longer-term aim to have this legalised in the ACT. 
 
We contacted the National Capital Authority to seek assurance that when the new infrastructure is in place 
for paid parking, they ensure there is enough motorcycle parking for the increasing number of riders com-
muting every day by bike or scooter. 

Motorcyclists First Aid Course 
The MRA ACT contributed to the cost of a first aid course designed specifically for motorcyclists, along with 
the Canberra District Ducati Club and the Ulysses Club Canberra Branch. 
 

ANNUAL REPORT (continued) 
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If you are a returning rider 

 this course is for you; 

designed to refresh your skills!  

Course costs are subsidised by MRA ACT.  

For booking please contact Stay Upright on  

1300 366 640 or www.stayupright.com.au 

 

  

The shirts with the MRA logo and your name (if you wish)  

embroidered on the front and the MRA ACT . 

website address embroidered on the back cost $40 each. 

Sizes and measurements are below to help you select the  

correct size. 

Also available are MRA Baseball Caps and MRA Bucket Hats 

for $20 each. 

Contact committee@mraact.org.au or come along to our 

meeting on the second Tuesday of the month. 

 

MRA ACT Shirts, Hats and Caps 

http://www.stayupright.com.au/stay-upright-act-0
http://www.stayupright.com.au
mailto:committee@mraact.org.au?subject=MRA%20ACT%20Shirts%20and%20Hats
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Join the Motorcycle Riders Association of the ACT 

The Spot Joe Rider  

competition is simple, other 

road users are asked to look 

out for JOE rider and when 

they see JOE to email  

Joerider@internode.on.net 

identifying themselves with; 

Name, contact number and 

where they saw JOE. 

How to identify JOE? That’s 

easy.  JOE will be wearing a 

bright vest with JOE in big 

bold writing on the back.  

This competition is as much 

fun for the riders being Joe  

as the “spotters”, and offers an interesting method of highlighting rider presence on the roads. 

   

MRA ACT membership is good value!MRA ACT membership is good value!MRA ACT membership is good value!    

Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.Individual Membership is $20.00 per year ; $50.00 for three years.    

Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.Family Membership is $30.00 per year; $80.00 for three years.    

Join now and support the organisation that advocates for Join now and support the organisation that advocates for Join now and support the organisation that advocates for    

your rights as a rider, promotes motorcycling to the your rights as a rider, promotes motorcycling to the your rights as a rider, promotes motorcycling to the    

community, and lobbies for better road and community, and lobbies for better road and community, and lobbies for better road and    

safety conditions for all riders.safety conditions for all riders.safety conditions for all riders.    

Be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.Be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.Be involved in the matters that affect you as a rider.    

www.mraact.org.au 

Spot JOE Rider 

http://www.mraact.org.au
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What’s on? 
MRA Calendar 

October 2014 

The  biggie—Motorcycle Awareness  Week starts on 18th October. 

22nd—Motorcycle Awareness Week—mid week event. 

JOE Rider motorcycle awareness campaign runs all this week.  

24th—Bikers Breakfast and Ride to Work Day 
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